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DEVOTION OF THE FIRST FRIDAY. 


OUTLINES OF DISCOURSES ON THE DEVOTION TO 
THE SACRED HEART. 


BY THE REV. WILLIAM GRAHAM. 


XI.—Tue Sacrep HEART Our DEFENCE AGAINST THE EVIL ONE. 


“Our soul has been delivered as a sparrow out of the net of the fowler.” 
—Ps. cxxiil, 7. 


IT.—Love. 


1. Herein precisely lies the difference between the Sacred Heart, 
and His, and our archenemy. The devil is moved by hatred, Our 
Lord by the purest and most unselfish love. - What hatred and envy 
can do we see but too clearly illustrated in the malign influence of 
great and powerful men, when spitefully used. The devil is hatred, 
embodied in a person, just as the Sacred Heart is love. The allu- 
sions to him in Holy Writ, ever denote relentless hatred, joined 
tc immense power. “He is ever in search of prey,” he is the old 
serpent, the dragon. In the long drawn out conflict between the 
“city of God,” and the “city of the world,” we seem to realize St. 
John’s words: “He opened his mouth in blasphemies against God, 
to blaspheme his name and his tabernacle; and them that dwell in 
heaven, to make war with the saints, and overcome them: and power 
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was given him over every tribe and people and tongue and nation” 
(Apoc. xiii, 6, 7). 

The everlasting struggle between right and wrong, good and 
bad, truth and falsehood—the war of ideas, is aptly compared to 
the din and clash of arms, and is still going on between Christ and 
Satan. It goes on in each person between the higher self and the 
lower, the flesh and the spirit. 

But though Satan wields all the power of the world, and the 
flesh, in this mystic war against God; we have on our side the 
might of Christ, and love of His Sacred Heart. Love overcomes 
hate, light, darkness ; good, evil: “For this purpose the Son of God 
appeared that He might destroy the devil” (I John iii, 9). 

2. But just as we need faith, a keen perception of the unseen 
world around us, to realize the forces in our favor in the war with 
evil,’ so do we need a like sense to form a just estimate of the 
strength and cunning of our foes. For “our wrestling is not against 
flesh and blood, but against principalities and powers, against the 
rulers of the world of this darkness, against the spirits of wicked- 
ness in high places” (Eph. vi, 12). 

Though we see nothing of the evil one in the sphere of sense 
(unless there is some truth in spiritualism) his activity and restless- 
ness never cease withal. He never relinquishes without a strug- 
gle the dominion over inferior nature perhaps entrusted to him 
before his fall; and lost ground, in the domain of evil, he ever 
strives to recover. Since the human race first broke out in revolt, 
against the Most High, Satan is its incessant abettor in crime. 
Hatred of God and jealousy of men are his sole impelling motives 
in the war against righteousness. 

But the love of the Sacred Heart, the might and prowess of the 
“Son of David,” the champion of our race, and cause, will defend 
us against the Goliath of the dark underworld of evil. “Thou shalt 
walk upon the asp and the basilisk: and thou shalt trample under 
foot the lion and the dragon” (Ps. xc, 13). “His truth shall com- 
pass thee with a shield; thou shalt not be afraid of the terror of the 
night. Of the arrow that flieth in the day, of the business that 
walketh about in the dark; of invasion or of the noonday devil” 
(Id. 5, 6). 

3. Evil is neither God’s sowing nor planting, yet He uses it to 
further His all wise and holy plans. Discords jar upon the ear, yet 
are they necessary for, and resolved into harmony. The bee draws 
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honey from poisonous plants. The most potent remedies in illness 
are often in themselves the most virulent destroyers of life. So 
is it with evil and its most formidable living impersonation, the devil. 
What is the use of him, what wise purpose can he serve, are ques- 
tions often asked in dismay? He is hopelessly impenitent; his will 
is inflexibly bent on evil. Why leave a being so pernicious, free and 
active? Now it is quite sufficient for us to know that God, su- 
premely wise, good, and holy, permits him to live, and for all wise 
ends leaves him the independence he possesses. The same difficulty 
attaches to his tolerance of bad men; and all the evils, physical and 
moral, we see in us, and around us. With the light we have, we 
can only adore and tremble. God never annihilates what He creates. 
He uses all for the furtherance of His ends. 

Nothing is altogether bad. Evil is necessary for the rooting, 
growth and propagation of good. Winter storms, cold, ice, snow, 
are as necessary aS summer sun, balmy breezes and genial heat to 
produce a plentiful harvest. Dangers, trials, temptations from 
whatsoever source they come, be it the world, the flesh, or the 
devil, are necessary for the perfecting of the elect. The attacks of 
the devil on the Church, and the individual soul, do but stiffen and 
strengthen both. The “blood of martyrs,” surely the devil’s spilling, 
“is the seed of the Church.” The light and love, poured out upon 
us from the Sacred Heart of Jesus, more than counterbalances the 
darkness and hate of the evil one. 

4. But the devil is a ruthless and sleepless foe. Since the dawn 
of human history, he has in no way relaxed his vigilance. Though 
not looming so largely in human life or haunting men personally as 
in former times, the evil spirit-world is no less active or observant 
than before. The method of attack, not its violence, is changed. But, 
if there is a prince of evil against us, there is the Prince of Light 
and Love at hand to protect us. If devils tempt and do violence, 
angels, as in Our Lord’s case, “come to minister to us.” “The angel 
of the Lord shall encamp round about them that fear him and shall 
deliver them” (Ps. xxxiii, 8). “For he hath given his angels charge 
over thee: to keep thee in all thy ways” (Ps. xc, 11). 

5. Hearken to the voice of the Sacred Heart, the Lamb that was 
slain: “To him that shall overcome, I will grant to sit with me on 
my throne” (Apoc. iii, 21). To emerge victorious, we have but to 
wish it. The devil and all sinners are only in so far evil, as their 
wills are evil; and the angels and saints good, in so far as their 
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wills are good. The devil will not love God therefore he is lost. 
Sinners will not turn their wills or hearts to God; therefore are they 
children of perdition. The heart either ruins or saves us. 

In our combat with the devil, all that the Sacred Heart asks of us, 
is, “wilt thou be saved?” 

Far from us, then, despondency, at seeing the triumph of Satan, 
and his easy conquest of so many souls. It is, because by bad will, 
they are already “of their father the devil.” They swim into his 
net, they walk into his toils. Indeed, Satan is least to be dreaded of 
our three great spiritual foes. He would be of little avail, if he had 
not the world and the flesh at his back. He hides behind them, to 
pick up his prey. He merely sets these two great engines of evil 
in play, and his work is done. 

With the aid, then, of prayer, regular frequentation of the Sacra- 
ments, we must brace up and strengthen our wills, so prone to 
evil. Hate is the product of an evil will, love of a good one. Our 
hearts were made to love God, their only adequate object. We 
must overcome evil with good. We must make our hearts good and 
pure, by ever eliciting earnest acts of love. It is thus we join our 
hearts in love to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 























Short Sermons for the Sundays in March. 


¥ 


THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT. 
CONCEALMENT OF SIN IN CONFESSION. 
BY THE REV. F. HEFFNER, 0.S.N. 


“He was casting out a devil, and the same was dumb.”—Luke xi, 14. 


SYNOPSIS.—The case of the dumb man leads us to speak of concealment 
of sin tn confession. 

One requirement for a valid confession is the telling of all our 
mortal sins. Fear prevents some from making a good confession. St. 
Augustine on this point. 

David on this point. The effect on conscience and on eternal life of 
a bad confession. The King and the prisoners. 

The priest bound to secrecy. The confession on the Day of Judg- 
ment. Exhortation to make a good general confession. 


In to-day’s gospel we read of a man possessed by a devil, and 
made dumb by him. Our Saviour healed this stricken man by 
driving the evil spirit out of him, and he regained his speech, so that 
the multitude were surprised. To this dumb man may be compared 
those who are ashamed to confess their sins to the priest, and who, 
therefore, fail to receive absolution. As the evil spirit deprived that 
man of his faculty of speech, so does the devil exert his power to 
keep sinners from speaking to the priest about their sins. 

In order to make a valid Confession, it is necessary, as you 
know, to give a sincere and complete account of our grievous sins, 
and any one who wilfully omits in Confession a mortal sin, commits 
another sin, a sacrilege, and of course does not receive absolution for 
those sins confessed. Nevertheless, there are Christians ashamed to 
confess certain sins because they are so wicked and degrading. St. 
Augustine says to these people: “When you committed this sin you 
were not ashamed, but now, when you may be cleansed from it, you 
become ashamed.” In truth we should be ashamed to do such things, 
but not ashamed to secure forgiveness for our faults. 

The sinner does not hesitate to injure his immortal soul by 
grievous sin, but he hesitates when he may restore divine grace to 
his soul. David experienced the results of concealing his sins. 
For a long while he would not confess his sins of adultery and mur- 
der. The result was, as he said: “Because I was silent my bones 
grew old” (Psalms xxxi, 3). He then made the resolution to con- 
fess his sins, and peace again came to his soul. “I have acknowl- 
edged my sins to thee,” David said, “and my injustice I have not 
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concealed. I said I will confess against myself my injustice to the 
Lord; and thou hast forgiven the wickedness of my sin” (Psalms 
xxxi, 5). 

As long as the sinner does not confess his sins they lie like a 
burden on his heart, his conscience is not at ease and causes him 
fear and anxiety. Therefore why should we not confess our sins, 
and free ourselves from this anxiety, and be again at peace 
with ourselves? A certain king once visited a prison, and asked 
each of the men why he had been punished. Each one assured the 
monarch that he was innocent, and that his punishment was due to 
persecution and injustice. At last the king came to one who had 
been pointed out to him as a notorious criminal, and likewise asked 
him why he was imprisoned. The man answered frankly: “I have 
stolen, and committed other crimes, and justly deserve my punish- 
ment.”” When the king heard this frank confession he was surprised 
and pleased, and said: “You must leave this prison at once. You are 
not fit to be among all these innocent people, such as they claim to 
be.” The same thing happens at our Confession. When the sinner 
frankly acknowledges his sins, and the priest tells him, in place of 
God, “I absolve you,” he no longer belongs to the number of sinners. 
But if the sinner wilfully conceals a committed mortal sin, he not 
only fails to receive absolution, but exposes himself to the danger of 
remaining in sin and of dying without ever again making a valid Con- 
fession, to be cast finally into eternal destruction. 

There is another reason why we should not be ashamed to confess 
all our sins. The priest to whom we confess is bound to secrecy, 
and will never reveal any sin heard in the confessional. If, how- 
ever the sinner omits to own his sins in secrecy to the priest, he 
will have to acknowledge them on the day of judgment before the 
whole world. 

My dear Christians, do not be ashamed to confess all your grievous 
sins in the confessional. If you ever have been so unfortunate as to 
conceal any, and have thus made an invalid Confession, be sure and 
examine your conscience from the time of your last valid Con- 
fession, and then make a general Confession since that time. With- 
out this Confession you can not find peace, happiness, or forgiveness 
of sin, and, as said before, if any one die with such an invalid 
Confession on his conscience he will be cast away by God, and 
suffer shame before the whole world. May the almighty God, 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost guard all of us against such a terrible 
fate. Amen. 














FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT. 







FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT. 


THE HOLY EUCHARIST. 







BY THE REV. F. HEFFNER, 0O.S.N. 






“Whence shall we buy bread, that these may eat?”—John vi, 5. 






SYNOPSIS.—The gospel calls our attention to the Holy Eucharist, the 
miraculous food for our souls, 

Vain possessions of the world do not satisfy us.. St. Augustine on 
this point. Miracle of loaves and fishes a type of the Holy Eucharist— 
the fragments remaining; the lesson thereof. Purity of soul demanded 

: for the reception of the Eucharist. Christ’s action and the testimony of 
Ma St. Paul prove this. Reason likewise convinces us of this. This Sacra- 
: ment is to be received also with disposition of love for Jesus and gratitude 
to Him, and resolution to keep from sin. 










The purpose of the Church in selecting to-day’s gospel was to 
draw our attention in this holy time to the miraculous nourishment 
which Our Lord has provided for the souls.of those that follow 
4 Him. Let us contemplate this wonderful nourishment. 
4 One of the apostles said: “There is a boy here that hath five 
barley loaves and two fishes; but what are these among so many?” 2 
He meant to say, How can these insignificant articles appease the 
4 demand of the multitude? And this suggests the question: How 
; can the insignificant and vain possessions and pleasures that the 
world has to offer appease the craving of the immortal soul? 

St. Augustine says: “Our hearts are restless, and no temporal 
: things can satisfy them, until they rest with God.” The soul can 
‘ be satisfied only by union with God, and until this is accomplished 
it needs nourishment from heaven. This nourishment is offered 
to us at the Holy Table, where Our Lord Himself is the heavenly 
: food, truly a wonderful nourishment. This is the bread with which 
. the Church feeds her children, and to which she invites them espe- 
cially during the paschal time—the bread of which Christ says: 
“The bread that I will give, is my flesh, for the life of the world. If 
any man eat of this bread, he shall live forever” (John vi, 52). The 
miracle of the loaves and fishes was a type of this bread, and we see 
how Our Lord, with the same ceremonies as at the institution of the 
Blessed Sacrament, lifted His eyes to heaven, then gave thanks, and 
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blessing the bread gave it to His disciples to be distributed among 
the people. And just as these five loaves of bread although dis- 
tributed to five thousand were not consumed, twelve baskets of frag- 
ments being left over, so the heavenly Bread in the Blessed Sacra- 
ment can never be consumed, even though millions and millions par- 
take of it. This Bread, the Blessed Body of our Redeemer, should 
be partaken of, according to the commandment of the Church, espe- 
cially during the paschal time, so that our souls may be nourished 
and strengthened. That the reception of this heavenly Bread 
may benefit us, we must prepare ourselves worthily for it, as is 
pointed out in to-day’s gospel. Before Christ fed the multitude, He 
healed the sick who were brought to Him, and this means that those 
who are to partake of the heavenly Bread must first be cured of 
the sickness of the soul, that is sin, by a worthy Confession. The 
apostle Paul says: “But let a man prove himself; and so let him eat 
of that bread, and drink of the chalice. For he that eateth and 
drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh judgment to himself, not 
discerning the body of the Lord” (I Cor. xi, 29, 30). He who goes 
to receive this heavenly Bread without contrition for his sins, with- 
out the resolution to avoid sin, shows that he does not believe in the 
divine presence of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. He partakes of 
the food of the Angels as though it were but ordinary food. Though 
God may not immediately punish such a person, his sentence is pro- 
nounced the moment that he communicates unworthily, for he con- 
sumes the judgment of God. My dear Christians, never approach 
the Sacraments without careful preparation. When we expect a 
distinguished visitor to our home, we are anxious to have the house 
clean and in good order. How much more should we prepare our 
hearts for the moment when the Holiest of all visitors enters our 
hearts to favor us with His divine presence! 

Before Abraham ascended the mountain upon which he was to 
sacrifice his son Isaac, he bade his servants to wait until he returned. 
So should we, if we intend to receive the Blessed Sacrament, leave 
all our earthly thoughts and cares outside the church door and 
occupy ourselves only with spiritual affairs. 

When the multitude saw the miracle which Jesus performed 
they wanted to crown Him as their king. When Jesus enters our 
heart we should do likewise, crown Him the king of our heart, and 
give Him supreme honor. Remain faithful to Him, not only 
as long as all goes well, as long as no temptations come, and 
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no occasion for sin presents itself, but also in misery and misfor- 
tune, when temptations come. That is the time to prove the real 
strength of our allegiance to the good Lord. 

Let us then, before we perform our Easter duties and receive 
our dear Lord, take care to cleanse our heart from all stain of sin 
and adorn it with virtues, remove all earthly thoughts and cares and 
lift our hearts to Jesus, who will favor us with His divine presence. 
After He has entered into our hearts let us keep them free from sin, 
so that in us His words may be fulfilled: “If any man eat of this 
bread, he shall live forever.” Amen. 





PASSION SUNDAY. 
THREE CLASSES OF SIN. 
BY THE REV. F. HEFFNER, 0.S.N. 


“Which of you shall convince me of sin?’—John vii, 46. 


SYNOPSIS.—Penance and contrition obtain for us the mercy of God—all 
need this as St, John tells us. 

Some of the ways of sinning: (1) failure to give due honor to God, 
this acomplished by breaking the commandments. (2) Failure to make 
use of the merits of Our Saviour’s passion and death. (3) Offenses 
against our neighbor, especially scandal. 

Exhortation—To examine conscience and to approach the Sacra- 
ments. 


Alas, who of us poor mortals may justly say, “Which of you shall 
convince me of sin?” No one, in truth, for “if we say that we have 
no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us” (I John i, 8). 
Let us, therefore, turn to Christ for forgiveness of our faults, and 
He will again be merciful to us. But we will only find mercy if we 
approach the Lord with a contrite and penitent heart. Let us to-day 
consider some of the ways in which we are most likely to sin against 
God. 

(1) The first of these is our failure to give God the honor 
due Him. If we love the things of this world more than we love God, 
we turn away from His commandments. You who are vain, for 
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instance, you have love and praise for yourselves alone, and no 
thought for God and for your neighbor! You who are avaricious, 
you do not love God, but only your wealth! You unchaste, you serve 
not God, but the flesh! In short, he who violates any commandment 
deprives God of the honor due Him, neglects Him and thereby 
offends Him. Oh! may we thoroughly realize how wicked it is to 
turn away from the almighty God! May we contritely exclaim with 
David: “Have mercy on me, O God, according to thy great mercy. 
And according to the multitude of thy tender mercies blot out my 
iniquity” (Psalms 1, 3). Our Saviour will not then reject us, but 
take us up again as His children. 

(2) Another of our faults is our frequent failure to make use of 
the merits of the suffering and death of the Saviour. When Peter 
tried to persuade our Saviour not to go to Jerusalem to be crucified, 
Jesus censured him and said: “The chalice which my Father hath 
given me, shall I not drink it?” (John xviii, 11). “Go behind me, 
Satan, thou art a scandal unto me”’ (Matt. xvi, 23). How severely 
then will Christ censure those who do not make use of the merits of 
His suffering and death and who persevere in their sins? To them 
He will say: “Depart from me, you cursed, into everlasting fire which 
was prepared for the devil and his angels” (Matt. xxv, 4). 

My dear Christians, think of all our Saviour suffered for us. He 
left the glory of the heavenly Father to become man, to suffer and 
die for us! He suffered hunger, thirst, disgrace, and persecution 
for us! Alas, how can we be so ungrateful as to neglect to 
avail ourselves of the fruits of the Sacred Passion! At His death 
the rocks were split, the veil of the temple was rent from the top to 
the bottom, the earth trembled, the graves opened, gave up their 
dead. And you, oh sinner, will remain unmoved? Do you wish to 
be more hard-hearted even than Judas? Even he repented when 
he saw his Lord and Master led to be crucified. If you can not be 
moved by the blessings which the good Lord incessantly bestows 
upon you, then His terrible suffering and ignominious death should 
at least stir you, and cause you to repent of your misdeeds, so that 
all this suffering of the good Lord may not have been in vain as far 
as you are concerned. 

(3) Lastly, there are the offenses against our neighbor of which 
we are often guilty. Examine your conscience and maybe you will 
find that you have failed in your duties against your neighbor. One 
of the most grievious faults in this regard is the sin of giving scandal. 
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Do not think that it is a trifle to give scandal, for “He that shall scan- 
dalize one of these little ones that believe in me, it were better for 
him that a millstone should be hanged about his neck, and that he 
should be drowned in the depth of the sea” (Matt. vi, 18). Many 
parents without doubt have received eternal punishment for scanda- 
lizing their children. Woe to him who by word or deed leads others 
to sin. 

If, my dear Christians, we meditate on these things, we will be led 
to acknowledge that our consciences are burdened with many sins, 
and that if God, our stern Judge, were now to call us to judg- 
ment, we would be found deserving of punishment. Therefore let 
us during this holy paschal time repent of our sins and confess 
them, and worthily approach the Holy Table. Then Jesus will 
again bestow His graces upon us and look upon us as His children. 
Amen. 





PALM SUNDAY. 
THE LESSONS OF PALM SUNDAY. 
BY THE REV. F. HEFFNER, 0.S.N. 


“Behold thy king cometh to thee, meek, and sitting upon an ass.”—Matt. 
xxi, 5. 


SYNOPSIS.—The contrast between Palm Sunday and Good Friday. Lesson 
from this, viz., the vanity and fleeting character of the world’s goods, the 
peg pleasures. The humility of Christ on that day. Lessons—Humility 
of heart. 

Exhortation—To learn the lesson; to approach the Sacraments. 


To-day’s gospel contains many noteworthy points, from which I 
will select two for this morning’s contemplation. The first of these 
is that Christ, shortly before He was crucified, rode through the city 
of Jerusalem in a gracious and friendly way mingling with the 
people, even though He knew that the homage and honor given Him 
that day would presently change into ridicule and hatred, and that 
though that day He was regarded as the Son of David, He would in 
a few days be cast out of the city as a great criminal. The second 
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point is the modesty of Christ in choosing not stately horses, but an 
humble ass on which to ride through Jerusalem. 

(1) The question why Christ shortly before His death went into 
Jerusalem is answered by St. Bernard saying that this was done 
so that our Saviour’s sufferings would be even more severe, for the 
same people that now acclaimed Him would, in a few days, turn 
on Him and condemn Him to death on the Cross. How different the 
words which greeted Our Lord on Palm Sunday and on Good 
Friday, “Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord,” on 
the one day, and “Crucify Him, crucify Him,” on the other! How 
different the thorns from the palm branches! Oh! may the children 
of this world learn from this sudden transformation that every- 
thing on this earth is vain and perishable, that soon worldly pleasures 
change into sorrow and misery! We often think our happiness 
complete, when suddenly it vanishes and misfortune takes its place. 
We read in Holy Scripture of a rich man who said: “I will pull 
down my barns, and will build greater; and into them will I gather 
all things that are grown to me, and my goods. And I will say to 
my soul: “Soul, thou hast much good laid up for many years, take 
thy rest ; eat, drink, and make good cheer.”” But God said to that soul: 
“Thou fool, this night do they require thy soul of thee; and whose 
shall those things be which thou hast provided?” (Luke xii, 18-20). 

And this happens every day. The world offers sweet honey in 
its pleasures, but soon it is found that this honey is diluted with 
gall; pleasures are followed by sorrows and misery. To-day we 
may be happy, and to-morrow even we may be weeping at the death- 
bed of some dear relative. And yet there are many who toil from 
early morning until late at night to accomplish worldly things, and 
allow themselves to become negligent in caring for the salvation of 
their poor souls. Oh, think of our Saviour, how He was acclaimed 
in Jerusalem, and only a few days afterwards was driven out as a 
criminal, ridiculed and disgraced, put to death. Think of the 
perishableness of earthly things and do not cling to them. Strive for 
the kingdom of God and the salvation of your immortal soul, so 
that you may repent before it is too late to redeem what you have 
lost. 

(2) The second point is the humility of Christ in entering 
Jerusalem. It was to show us that it is not wealth or position that 
find favor with Him, but rather humility and a contrite spirit. 
Therefore during this paschal time He sends His servants, the priests, 





EASTER SUNDAY. 351 


to preach humility of spirit and penance, and they call out to us: 
“Now is the time to work for the salvation of your immortal soul. 
Do not delay, for suddenly God may call you, and if you die in 
your sins you will be lost for all eternity.” 

You have often heard these words, my dear Christians, but of what 
avail? Have you after receiving the Sacrament of Penance really 
freed your heart from the bonds of sin? Alas, no. There are many 
that are tied with the bonds of sin, and are slaves to sinful habits. 
Oh, when do you intend to release yourself from this bondage? 
Remember that Jesus Christ sacrificed His precious blood for your 
souls, and do not make them slaves of the devil. Have mercy on 
your poor souls. The day is approaching when we shall celebrate 
the memory of the Sacred Passion. Let not this time pass without an 
effort to release your souls from the bonds of sin. Loosen the chain 
by a contrite Confession. Remember the consoling words: God 
does not desire the death of the sinner, but that he repent and live. 
Amen. 





EASTER SUNDAY. 
RISE WITH CHRIST. 
BY THE REV. F. HEFFNER, 0.S.N. 


“He is risen, he is not here.’—Mark xvi, 6. 


SYNOPSIS.—The sinner should rise with Christ to a new life of grace. 
St. Augustine on this subject. St, Bernard’s advice: The wise Sirach’s 
advice: Jesus dics no more, therefore we should not die again by sin. 
Christ said to the man healed “sin no more.” Reason teaches the same 
—_ Sad example of those who immediately return to their sinful 

abits. 
‘ Exhortation—To rise and to avoid occasions of sin. Seek the things 
above, 


To-day we celebrate the glorious feast of the Resurrection, and 
joyfully we sing: “Allelujah,” because Christ has accomplished our 
redemption. I will endeavor to speak to you to-day of the spiritual 
resurrection of the sinner, and implore God that He may grant 
to us the grace to rise from the grave of sin to a new life of grace. 
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St. Augustine tells us: “All that happened at the crucifixion, the 
burial, and the resurrection, did not take place only for our re- 
demption, or in order to make us believe these mysteries, but also 
that we should regulate our lives accordingly.” From the Resur- 
rection we should learn that, as Jesus rose from the grave, so should 
we arise from the grave of sin, begin a new life and persevere until 
the end. “Christ did not stay in the grave long, and rose in the early 
part of the morning,” said St. Bonaventura, and so should we rise 
early from the grave of sin, not late, that is, not leave it until the 
evening of our lives. The wise Sirach says: “Delay not to be con- 
verted to the Lord, and defer it not from day to day” (Sirach v, 8). 
There can be no delay more dangerous than the delay in saving our 
souls. If the sinner returns to God he will receive forgiveness, no 
matter how severe and how many his faults have been. Therefore do 
not defer your penance from day to day, but come quickly from the 
grave of sin. Lazarus, as also the son of the widow of Naim, and the 
daughter of Jairus, arose from the dead, but died again. Jesus alone 
conquered death, for after His Resurrection He did not again descend 
to the grave, but after forty days ascended gloriously into heaven. 
We should endeavor to follow His example. After we have risen 
form the grave of sin, by the reception of the Sacrament of Penance, 
we should not return to the grave, i. e., we should keep our good 
resolutions, and avoid the occasion of sin. ‘For as Christ is risen 
from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we also may walk in 
newness of life” (Romans vi, 4). Christ has given us to under- 
stand how wrong it is to fall back into sinful habits after having re- 
ceived the pardon of our sins, for He said to the sick person in 
Jerusalem: “Behold thou art made whole: sin no more, lest some 
worse thing happen to thee” (John v, 14). What worse thing than 
a sickness of thirty-eight years can there be? Nothing except death. 
From this we are to learn what we may expect if after repenting of 
our sins, and receiving absolution, we fall back into our former sinful 
habits. Even in worldly courts our magistrates punish more severely 
a criminal who commits the same crime over and over again. David 
tells us: “Bloody and deceitful men shall not live out half their 
days” (Psalms liv, 24). Who are these deceitful men? Those 
who in Confession pretend to repent of their sins, and who promise 
to the confessor to reform and to leave off their bad habits, but who 
soon commit again the very sins they were guilty of before. Some 
Christians during this holy time clear their conscience and adorn 
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their heart with virtues by receiving the Sacrament of Penance. But 
how long do they remain so? Some of them scarcely as long as the 
day lasts on which they perform their Easter duty. Why, they 
hardly leave the church when they are accosted by their former 
temptations and occasions of sin, forget their good resolutions, com- 
mit the same old sins, and sacrifice all the virtues that adorned their 
souls. We may know from experience that if we do not avoid the 
occasions we will be in danger of committing sin, but little 
or no attention is paid to this truth, and the consequence is relapse 
into sin. Therefore, my dear Christians, allow this experience 
to teach you to avoid the occasion of sin, so that you may not expose 
yourselves to the danger of being lost for all eternity. 

“Tf you be risen with Christ, seek the things that are above ; where 
Christ is sitting at the right hand of God: mind the things that are 
above, not the things that are upon the earth. For you are dead; 
and your life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ shall appear, 
who is your life, then you also shall appear with him in glory” (Col. 
iii, 1-4). Amen. 





AN EXPOSITION AND DEFENSE OF CATHOLIC 
TEACHING. 





I. Fifty-three Sermons on the Creed.’ 





XIX. THE JUDGMENT (SECOND COMING OF 
OUR LORD). 


BY THE REV. WILLIAM GRAHAM. 


“From thence he shall come to judge the living and the dead.”—Seventh 
Article of Creed. 


SYNOPSIS.—Introduction.—Christ stands to all as Redeemer, Advocate, 
Judge, in which latter capacity we regard Him in the seventh article of 
the Creed. His attributes as Redeemer and Advocate are shrouded or 
merged in those of the stern, all-knowing Judge. Importance of subject 
both for time and eternity. Propose to draw attention to (1) What is 
meant by judgment after death, and why needful. (II) Why general 
judgment necessary in addition to particular. 

I. What involved in idea of judgment. All to be submitted to it. 
God, our supreme Judge, transfers His powers to Christ as man. By a sort 
of process of selection all “go to their place,’ as sheep or goats, just or 
unjust. The sifting or refining known as judgment ever going slowly on. 
We are growing up chaff or wheat, good grain or weeds. 
We are now sowing and what we sow we shall reap. Process slow here 
and now; but in death, and at last day, instantaneous. St. Paul and 
Felix (Acts cxrxiv). Judgment imbedded in all creeds. Ever strikes home, 
because revealed in every act of conscience. “Hall of double truth.’ God’s 
searchlight. God avenger of all law, physical and moral. Judgment 
shadows law. Man now a sower. God in judgment, reaper and thresher. 

II, This judgment twofold—particular and general. General regis- 
ters decrees of first, but necessary to complete it. 1. Because man not 
a solitary unit, but member of a body. Total results of a life known only 
at last day. 2. Sin or service of self, and virtue or service of God, a 
joint product of body and soul. Hence both must be judged at reunion 
on last day. 3. Necessary to justify God’s ways to the individual soul 
and the race. 4. Needful also to vindicate Christ and His saints to 
assembled mankind. 

Conclusion.—Let this solemn truth penetrate mind, heart, and con- 
science. Sow now in holiness if you would reap safely in judgment. Ex- 
hort to watch over thoughts, words, and deeds of life. 


To each and every member of the human race, Our Lord stands 
in the triple relation of Redeemer, Advocate, and Judge. As our Re- 
deemer, He suffered and died on the Cross for us, as our Advocate 
He ascended into Heaven, to plead for us, and “From thence He 
shall come” a second time to be our Judge. The truth thus embodied 
in the seventh article of the Creed, is of unspeakable importance to 
us all, singly, and as a whole. He who came down from heaven, to 
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redeem and save us, Mary’s Son, who prayed, and wept, and hun- 
gered, and died a cruel death on the Cross for us, will come down 
again, visibly, in dread pomp, and power, and majesty, to be our 
Judge. The ensigns of the Redeemer, the accents of the pleader, 
will be laid aside, or merged in the stern unbending features of the 
Judge. The attributes of mercy and love will be veiled, and that of 
justice alone will appear. “Behold he cometh with the clouds” (Apoc. 
i, 7). “And lo, one like the Son of Man came with the clouds of 
heaven” (Dan. vii, 13). “Behold the Lord cometh with thousands 
of his saints to execute judgment upon all” (Jude i, 14). 

So important, indeed, does the Church deem reflection on the 
great fact of the last judgment, that, to call men’s attention to it 
she begins and ends the liturgical year, by reading for the gospel of 
the day the portion of Holy Writ wherein are described the signs 
that precede, and attend, the second coming of the Son of God, in 
judgment. Now this is not a vague shadowy far-off event, that 
concerns only the world at large ; but an intensely personal one, since 
the doom of the whole does but register the fate of each. What we 
say of the general judgment applies to the judgment that awaits 
each singly. A few words, therefore, (1) on what is meant by the 
solemn judgment awaiting souls and why justice demands it, and 
(2) why, in addition to the particular judgment awaiting each soul, 
there should be a general judgment awaiting all. 

I. The doctrine involved in the article of the Creed now under 
consideration, is that a solemn, searching, sifting judgment awaits 
all responsible beings, when this planet of ours has run its appointed 
course ; and the world in its present form, ceases to exist. Ata day, 
and at an hour, unknown even to the angels, Christ, in His human 
nature, “to whom all power has been given in heaven and on earth,” 
and “to whom the Father hath given all judgment” (John v, 22), 
will come from heaven, to judge the quick and the dead; and pro- 
nounce the sentence consigning the just to everlasting joy, and the 
wicked to never ending woe. Every human being from Adam down 
to the last born representative of our race, will be present and drop 
into one or other of the above classes—called the sheep and the 
goats—the just and the unjust. 

How the great catastrophe known as the Jast day, so luridly 
painted by spiritual writers, and issuing in the second coming of 
Our Lord, is to be brought about, whether by the result of physical 
causes now at work, or external agency, is not our purpose to 
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determine. We are concerned only with the moral aspect of what 
will take place at the end of the world, when the judicial power of 
God over men will be handed to Christ. As a matter of sober fact, 
we may say that Christ is always coming to judge us. The record- 
ing angel is ever at work in the soul. Judgment, in the case both of 
men and nations, is but a reaping what they have sown. It is the 
final act of a process still going on. We ourselves are daily sowing 
and thus recording the materials of our doom. Judgment, in Greek, 
means division or sifting. Both at the end of life and at the last day, 
there will be a division, a sifting of the evidence, as in the parable 
of the wedding garment, and the parting of the goats from the 
sheep. Here good and evil are intermingled; then there will be a 
quick, sharp separation, a cleaving asunder of mankind, by the force 
of moral attraction, under the eye of the great Judge, when they 
shall go, each “to his own place.” We are now free to make our 
choice. It will be too late, when the great white throne is set, and 
the books are opened, and the fateful words are uttered: “Give an 
account of thy stewardship, for now thou canst be steward no 
longer.” 

We read in the 24th chapter of the Acts that, when St. Paul 
“treated of justice and chastity, and of the judgment to come,” Felix, 
the governor, trembled and “was terrified.” It was no mere opinion, 
no new truth that he preached, but one that struck the guilty con- 
science of the listener, a truth imbedded in all the creeds of the 
race, and merely put luminously by Jewish and Christian thinkers 
that: “In the end of a man is the disclosing of his works” (Eccl. xi, 
29), “and that all things that are done God will bring to light” 
(Eccl. 12) ; that there is an eye that sees all, an ear that hears all, 
a memory that stores all, a “searcher of hearts” in short, from 
whom nothing is hid, even the heart’s own most hidden windings. 
The shadows that death casts over the gayest and sunniest lives 
are but those projected by the judgment following death. What 
easier than to die! It is but a leap back into the void, whence we 
came. It is not, however, the mere act of dying, it is the burdened 
conscience, that makes death the “King of terrors.” The mysteri- 
ous land of the Pharaos has yielded to research nothing more im- 
pressive than “the weighing of the heart in the hall of double 
truth,” a painting that shows the judgment, awaiting souls after 
death, with startling realism. Executed fourteen centuries before 
Christ, it still speaks of “the judgment to come.” Then as now, a 
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glance at the moral state of the world proved to men the need of an 
“assizes” of souls to make the scales even. Saints are tortured for 
“obeying God rather than men,” while hoary sensualists, who in life 
disregard all law, human and divine, are “clad in purple and fine 
linen, and fare sumptuously every day.” Even in the light of reason 
and conscience, men saw then, as now, the need of a balancing of 
accounts in the next world, to rectify the glaring inequalities of this. 
Nero wears the purple while Peter and Paul die the death of crim- 
inals. A breach of the laws of nature involves punishment, i. e., 
judgment; so is it in the moral order. In nature, we reap what 
we sow, even though the reaping and sowing be separated by a 
long interval of time. Law is universal. Man is free. He is a moral 
agent who may obey or disobey, follow or discard the will of God, 
expressed in law, and made known by conscience. But he is mor- 
ally bound to choose only what is right. Woe to him if he abuses 
the divine gift of liberty, in turning a deaf ear to conscience, speak- 
ing in the name of God. In the Scripture God says: “I shall search 
Jerusalem with lamps.” This is judgment, God’s searchlight 
turned upon the soul. Night may seem long. Deeds of dark- 
ness seem easily to escape the light. But the sun will surely rise 
and the whole world stand revealed in its light. So will men and 
nations stand revealed when the Sun of Justice will appear in power 
and majesty, to judge mankind. As soon extinguish the sun as to 
hide any foul thought, word, deed, or omission from the all-seeing 
eye of God. 

God is the author of all law and the avenger of its infringement, 
whether in the physical or moral order. Every revelation of the 
divine Will in conscience is shadowed by judgment. At present the 
process of judgment is slow—but real. The Holy Ghost is ever “con- 
vincing the world of sin, of justice, and of judgment.” At the last 
day, as observed, the end of life for the individual and of the world 
for the race, the process will be sudden. The sifting will be instan- 
taneous. Here God seems only to look on. Now the sower is at 
work ; then, it will be the turn of the reaper and the thresher. All 
is but a getting ready for the mills of God, which “grind slow, but 
grind sure.” 

II. This ingathering or harvesting of souls, as I observed, is two- 
fold; at the end of life for each individual, called the particular, and 
at the end of the world for the whole race, called the general judg- 
ment. It is with this latter phase of judgment—the second coming 
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of Our Lord—that the seventh article of the Creed is specially con- 
cerned. 

And now it may be asked, why this general judgment, seeing 
that as soon as the breath leaves the body the soul is confronted 
with its Judge and hears its fate sealed forever? True, but we must 
bear in mind that we are not solitary individuals, but members of 
the great human family, with corresponding duties and responsi- 
bilities. None stand alone in this world. Their good or evil deeds 
in endless ways affect the lives of others. There are lives pregnant 
with blessings to generations yet unborn, and others, equally fertile 
in curses and wrongs. A man lives in his works, an author in his 
books, a statesman or conqueror in the measures for which he is re- 
sponsible. How can these results be totalled up till the last day? 

Neither must we forget that we sinned, or served God in our 
bodies; and it is only fair that we should be rewarded or punished 
at the reunion of soul and body, to take place at the general rising 
on the last day. Again, the honor due to God—recognition of His 
infinite justice, wisdom, providence, and love—due to Him by all 
creatures, loudly calls for this general judgment. His moral gov- 
ernment, as we see it in the blurred page of individual experiences, 
would be indefensible, were it not for the judgment to come. An- 
archy would be justifiable without it. The union of pleasure with 
vice, sorrow with virtue, the prosperity of the wicked and misery 
of the just, have often nearly driven generous souls into skepticism 
or despair. “My feet had almost swerved, my steps had well-nigh 
slipt,” says holy David, “seeing the prosperity of sinners” (Ps. 1xxii, 
2, 3), and almost in despair he adds: “Then have I in vain justified 

(i. e. purified) my heart, and washed my hands among the inno- 
cent.” “Behold these are sinners; and yet abounding in the world 
they have obtained riches” (Ib. v, 12, 13). Hence God is often 
blasphemed, blamed or ignored in His own world, by His own 
creatures ; and therefore has He reserved to Himself a day of final 
retribution when His justice, goodness, and wise government will 
be made known to the whole world. 

Furthermore, a setting right of the world’s wrongs is due in jus- 
tice to Christ and His saints, and this can only be done when the 
world’s harvest is gathered in. The world weighs their merits in 
a false balance. The standard of Christ, the standard of the beati- 
tudes, that would heal the world, is reversed. It often calls good 
evil, and evil good. Clean lives, pure lives, holy lives, are often 
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scorned and laughed at. More respect is paid to the idol of pleas- 
ures than to the Christ-God. Mammon holds a higher place in hearts 
of worldlings than does Christ. But in the general rising, and 
weighing of lives to follow, all this will be reversed, and justice dealt 
out impartially to all. God’s elect will then hear from the lips of the 
eternal Judge the praise due to them. The envious sinners will be 
forced to exclaim: “We sinners thought their lives madness, and 
their end without honor; behold now they are the children of God 
and their lot is among the saints (Wisdom v, 4, 5). 

Let me exhort you in conclusion to let the great truth of the 
seventh article of the Creed penetrate mind and heart. The words 
of the Creed, if not acted on and lived up to, are but empty sounds, 
the mere husks of thought. And what truth more telling and 
practical than that involved in the “judgment to come”? 

It tells us that we shall stand one and all in presence of assem- 
bled mankind to hear our fate for eternity. We are beings answer- 
able to God for our conduct, one day to be called upon to give an 
account of our stewardship. Let us sow now the harvest we 
should fain reap then. Let our thoughts be such that no blush 
of shame would rise to the cheek if displayed to the gaze of the 
whole world. Let our conversation be such that no honest ear 
would be stopped rather than listen to it; and our deeds such as 
to call forth the approbation of the Supreme Judge of heaven. 
May it be one day said to us: “Well done, good and faithful servant, 
because thou hast been faithful in few things, behold I place thee 
over many. Enter thou into the joy of the Lord.” 
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XX. THE FRUITS OF THE SACRED PASSION. 
BY THE REV. WILLIAM GRAHAM. 


“And the Lord was pleased to bruise him in infirmity; if he shall lay down 
his life for sin, he shall see a long-lived seed, and the will of the Lord shall 
be prosperous in his hand.”—TIsaias liii, 11. 


SYNOPSIS.—Introduction—In every department of life fruits of passion 
and death of Christ visible. They would heal all the evils of society, 
moral and material, were it not for perversity of free will. Withal they 
heal the nations even unconsciously. Our object not material, but spiritual 
fruits of passion. May be ranged under three headings. Summed up in 
word Redeemer. (1) Freedom from sin, font of all evil. (II) Opening 
of heaven shut by sin. (III) Foundation of church, wherein Christ 
exercises functions of King, Priest, and Prophet; to carry out delivery 
of men from effects of sin, and the secure application of fruits of passion. 

i I, Freedom from sin highest liberty; subjection to it greatest bondage. 

i All human woes result of it. No creature could atone for it. Infinite 

} merit necessary. How delivered. By blood (1. e., by fruits of passion) 

of lamb, “that taketh away the sins of the world.” 

As a consequence of sin, heaven closed. Lepers cut off from life 
of city and social intercourse. So leprosy of sin shut out men from “city 
of God” and “Company of Saints.’ Our Redeemer through merit of 
His passion and death cleansed our sins and gained for us admittance. 
He is the gate. “He openeth and no man shutteth.” 

III. Main fruit of His passion foundation of “His kingdom” to free 
men from slavery of sin, and impart fruits of His passion till end of 
Wh time. He is described as “purchasing and sanctifying His Church by 
Ht His blood.” Texts. For this end He abides with her as King, Priest, 
and Prophet, ruling, healing, and enlightening each and every member. 
All may thus reap the fruits of His sacred passion and death. 

Conclusion.—Receive not gifts of God in vain. He, your Redeemer, 
offers all “plentiful” redemption. 


In the chapter from which this text is drawn, Isaias describes with 
almost the minuteness of an eye-witness the death and passion of 
Our Lord, and at the same time glows with His subsequent triumph. 
In the world’s march onward and upward, morally, materially, 
and intellectually, the influence of “the travail of his soul,” i. e., the 
fruits of His passion and death, has admittedly been the most power- 
ful factor. Explain it as we may, Christ’s person, His work, His 
life, His sufferings and death, form the great spiritual driving force 
of the world to-day, telling even on races and nations to whom His 
name is yet barely known. Were it not for man’s perverse will, His 
message would remedy all ills, and realize the dreams of the most 
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advanced reformers. At His death there were no hospitals for the 
sick, no help or pity for the poor; workingmen were all slaves, 
women were held of no account, children ruthlessly sacrificed. To- 
day progress is the watchword of His followers. Where Roman 
statesmanship, Greek philosophy and genius, Jewish religion, failed 
in uplifting and healing the nations, Christ succeeded. 

But our purpose is not with the material results of Our Lord’s 
life, passion, and death. They are only the indirect or reflex fruits 
thereof. His mission was mainly to the soul, and in its healing the 
body shared. Each nation, it is true, has its roll-call of great men, 
warriors, statesmen, legislators, to whom they owe an undying 
debt of gratitude for noble lives spent in their service. But the 
peculiarity about Our Lord is, that He was a liberator and bene- 
factor, not to one section of the race, but to all; and that He bene- 
fited the whole world more by His passion and death than even by 
His life. The fruits of His sufferings reach every human being, 
great and small, whether they know Him or not. They still flow 
in unremitting streams from the great fountains that store the 
Precious Blood. ‘And Christ died for all: that they also who live, 
may not now live to themselves, but to Him Who died for them” 
(II Cor. v, 15). “With Him is plentiful redemption.” “He hath re- 
deemed Israel from all her iniquities.” He has thus earned for Him- 
self the title of the World’s Redeemer. This title sums up in one 
word “the fruits of Our Lord’s passion and death”—the subject of 
our discourse to-day. In this capacity He redeemed us (1) from 
sin; (2) He opened the gates of heaven, and lastly (3) He founded 
a great indestructible organization, the Church, to transmit these 
fruits of His passion and death to men’s souls till the end of time; 
and wherein He ever abides, as King, Priest, and Prophet. 

I. He is called Redeemer because “by his precious blood he hath 
redeemed the world,” thereby endowing us with “the freedom 
wherewith Christ has made us free” (Gal. iv, 31). Freedom from 
what? St. John furnishes the answer: “He washed us from our 
sins in his own blood” (Apoc. i, 5). To win for us freedom from 
“sin and its consequences” was therefore the first-fruits of His 
passion and death. The worst form of bondage is sin, the highest 
form of freedom is that of conscience relieved of its weight of 
sin. All human suffering is in the main but the effect and shadow 
of guilt, or at least of some social or physical legacy originating in 
it. Sin is the poisoned root of all evil,—the source of all slavery. Re- 
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move it, and the world would become a paradise. But it ever has 
pressed with irremovable force on the guilty conscience. Its shadow 
is ever falling on our world. No creature could remove it, neither 
angel nor saint, however eminent, for the stamp of infinite merit is 
necessary to blot out the infinite curse, “the handwriting of death” 
against us. “No brother can redeem nor shall man redeem” 
(Ps. xlvii, 8). 

In the fall, man was dethroned and his nature tainted. “By one 
man sin entered into the world, and by sin death,” and so death 
passed upon all men, in whom all have sinned (Rom. v, 12). Who, 
then, will free man from the accumulated evils of original and actual 
sin? Who can reinstate him in his lost privileges, or wash his sin- 
soiled nature clean? Those who ignore the saving doctrines of re- 
demption and grace have no remedy, can not even suggest a remedy 
for what is admittedly the root of all human ills. There is only one 
who is “powerful to save,” Jesus Christ, our Redeemer. “If by one 
man’s offense death reigned through one, much more they . . . 
shall reign in life through one Jesus Christ. Therefore as by the 
offense of one unto all men to condemnation, so also by the justice of 
one unto all men to justification of life” (Rom. v, 17,18). He is “the 
Lamb of God that taketh away the sins of the world.”’ How did He, 
and how does He, take away sin? By His voluntary death and 
passion. From the fountain of pardon and strength opened on 
Calvary flow the cleansing streams that wash the leper “whiter 
than snow.” The true measure of sin is the unfathomed pain of 
the passion and death of Christ. From the nature of the remedy 
we learn the virulence of the disease. With our eyes fixed on a 
crucifix, we divine the malignity of sin and the depth of love of our 
Redeemer, who let Himself be “led as an ox to the slaughter” for 
our sakes. 

II. Again, not only did our Redeemer by His passion and death 
blot out our sins, and “nail them to the tree,” He thereby also opened 
the gates of paradise, shut against us. The fruit of atonement in- 
volves also the fruit of eternal life. His death was our life. True, 
man’s spirit never dies. It is by nature immortal. But life apart 
from God, cut off from union with Him, is, in a disembodied spirit, 
prolonged spiritual death. Union with God is life, severance death. 
The soul diseased, and isolated from its supreme good, is like a 
leper cut off from his fellow men and banished from the city. The 
leper’s life is but a living death. Nay, on account of actual sin, 
the soul is liable to positive pains and penalties as well. 
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Heaven, therefore, in the sense of union with God, and an abode 
of unspeakable delight, was shut against us. No human being, 
however just, entered heaven till Christ, through the merits of His 
passion and death, opened its sealed doors. Patriarchs, and prophets, 
and priests, saints of old and new law, form part of the triumphant 
procession that follows Him “who leads captivity captive.” “He open- 
eth and no man shutteth.” As the fruits of His sacred passion, the 
portals of paradise are open to every child of Adam. There is not 
a single human being, howsoever far he may have wandered from 
God, that can be prevented from returning to “his Father’s house.” 
Let him only repent of his sins, let him prove himself a “man of 
good will,’ a true Israelite, a “child of Abraham,” and the gates 
of heaven are flung open at his approach. Our Redeemer Himself is 
the gate. He is ever open to receive us. It is on our side that the door 
is closed, and He who was “crucified, dead and buried,” even stands 
“at our door and knocks.” “Iam the door. By me, if any man enter 
in, he shall be saved: and he shall go in, and go out, and shall find 
pastures” (John x, 9). 

In thus saving us from sin and opening the gates of heaven, our 
Redeemer also delivered us from Satan and hell, usually numbered 
among the fruits of His sacred passion. In freeing from sin He 
freed also from Satan and hell, the creatures of sin, its consequences 
and results. In sinning we enlist under Satan and open ourselves 
the gates of hell. 

III. But the main fruit of the passion was the establishment of 
His church, where the children of the kingdom share the “plenty of 
their Father’s house,” and the “hungry are never sent empty away.” 
He purchased and sanctified her by the price of His precious blood. 
“Christ loved the church and delivered himself up for it, that he 
might sanctify it, cleansing it by the laver of water in the word of 
life.” “That he might present it to himself a glorious church not 
having spot or wrinkle, or any such thing, but that it should be holy 
and without blemish” (Eph. v, 27, 28). 

For the regular and permanent distribution among men of the 
fruits of His sacred passion, He has founded a spiritual generation 
“who have his words,” and who shall not pass away “till all shall be 
fulfilled.” This family of God, this holy assembly, or church, 
dowered with certain graces, powers, and divine life or spirit, at 
Pentecost, is indestructible; because He meant the fruits of His 
sacred passion to be ever within reach. They hang from every tree 
in this “enclosed garden” of the great King. Baptism will ever 
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continue to regenerate, to infuse the divine life purchased for us 
on Calvary. Penance will ever cleanse, and restore, and pardon sin, 
and open heaven. Holy Eucharist will ever feed the hungry crowds 
in the desert of life with the body “that was delivered for us,” and 
the “blood that was shed for us; Holy Orders will ever renew the 
depleted ranks of the ministry; and Extreme Unction ever fortify 
the soul in its journey to eternity. These are all fruits of His 
sacred passion, and He still lives in His church, to distribute them. 
It is there we find the Redeemer, sitting on His throne, and “ruling 
in the house of David, his father.” He is no shadowy, historical 
figure of the past. “He is Christ, living to make intercession for us,” 
not a Christ of the books. The scope of research, say some, is to 
bring Jesus from the clouds, to get away from the Christ of the 
creeds to the living Christ of the gospels. But we claim ever to 
have had the living Christ in our midst, as King, Priest, and 
Prophet, ere a word of the gospels was penned. In this threefold 
capacity He ever was, and ever is, bestowing upon us the fruits of 
His sacred passion and death. 

He is King, His Kingship is no empty name. “For this was he 
born and did he come into the world.” His kingdom, though “not of 
this world,” i. e., not meant exclusively to promote worldly ends and 
purposes, is yet in the world, true, real, visible, so that all may 
know and enter it, if they choose. His aim as its King is to impart to 
His subjects the gifts, graces, and other benefits that are the fruit of 
His passion and death. By His cruel death and sufferings, and His 
supreme infinite act of abasement and self-sacrifice, He won a right 
to the title for claiming which He was wrongly put to death. “Be- 
hold, I have given Him for a witness to the people, for a leader and 
a master to the gentiles’”’ (Is. lv, 4). “For he that made thee shall 
rule over thee, the Lord of hosts is his name: and thy Redeemer, the 
Holy One of Israel, shall be called the God of all the earth” (Ibid. 
liv, 5). 

The very shadow of His kingship in the Church has ever healed 
and uplifted the nations. Every step forward on the path of genuine 
progress is traceable, directly or indirectly, to the presence of “his 
kingdom on earth,” based on self-sacrifice, reared on the Cross. 

That men may reap the fruits of His sacred passion, we must ever 
pray for the triumphant advance of His church, that in the spiritual 
desert, called the world, His church may be “ever enlarging the 
place of her tent, stretching out the skins of her tabernacles, length- 
ening her cords, and strengthening her stakes’’ (Isaias liv, 2). 
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Furthermore that He, our Redeemer, may the more effectually 
convey the gifts of redemption, the fruits of His passion, to the 
individual soul, He is also Priest. In the order of grace, by sacra- 
ments, and sacrifice, and prayer, He is ever, as Priest, fitting and 
adorning our souls to enable them to join one day the church tri- 
umphant. The very name Christ means “anointed.” “Jesus... 
is made a high priest forever, according to the order of Melchise- 
dech.” The great work of ruling, guiding, and sanctifying His 
kingdom at large goes on likewise in each soul. His priestly offices 
make it a temple of God, wherein He makes it His delight to dwell. 
The ministry of the Church is but an extension of the priesthood of 
Christ. Holy Mass is said, and all sacramental rites conveying to 
the soul the fruits of the passion are administered in His name. 

Lastly, our Redeemer conveys the fruits of His sacred passion in 
His capacity of Prophet. Prophets of old were anointed to denote 
their function of voicing God to His people. In like manner Christ 
speaks through His unerring Church the words of divine truth; 
and from “Peter’s bark’ ever addresses the multitudes lingering 
on the shores of time. The fruits of the passion are not only balm 
to the heart, but light to the mind. The Cross is not only a sign of 
“the way,” but a chair “of truth.” It is light to the eye as well as a 
guide to the feet. In the knotty problems bearing on faith and 
morals, the Church, in this dark world of ours, is as a ring of light, 
a beacon on a hilltop. And why? Because Christ exercises His 
prophetical office within her, and is He not “the world’s true light,” 
“the light shining in darkness,” though “the darkness does not 
comprehend it’’? 

Conclusion.—In conclusion, dear brethren, let me exhort you “not 
to receive the gifts of God in vain,” i. e., not to put any hindrance 
to the work of our Redeemer in your souls. His desire is “to be 
with the children of men,” to fill them with the fruits of His sacred 
passion. This is “plentiful redemption,” to have our sins cleansed, 
the doors of heaven thrown open to us, to enter “His kingdom” 
and see the “Lamb that was slain” reigning among His elect as King, 
Priest, and Prophet. Let us taste the fruits of His sacred passion, 
and “see how sweet” it is to have our Redeemer reigning in our 
hearts as King, sacrificing all that is displeasing to Him therein, and 
offering them, as Priest, “‘a pure oblation to his Father” ; and finally, 
as Prophet, “teaching us the way of God in truth,” for “he that fol- 
loweth me,” says Our Lord, “walketh not in darkness.” 
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XXI. THE THIRD PERSON: TRUE GOD. 


BY THE REV. THOMAS J. GERRARD. 


“And I will ask the Father, and he shall give you another Paraclete, that 
he may abide with you forever.”—John xiv, 16. 


SYNOPSIS.—Introduction—Our sanctification appropriated to the Holy 


Spirit. This sanctification works along the lines of nature. If, therefore. 
we are to co-operate intelligently and sympathetically, we must know 
as much as possible of the nature of the Holy Spirit and His operations. 
Our theme therefore is: that the Holy Ghost is true God; that He pro- 
ceeds as the interwoven love of the Father and the Son; that He has a 
temporal mission which is the sanctification of men. 

Exposition—I. The Holy Ghost is God. The truth of personality and 
divinity of the Holy Spirit involved in the mystery of the Blessed Trinity. 
Our information, therefore, must be sought in revelation. From con- 
science we can reason back to a God of love; but the procession and mis- 
sion of the Third Person can only be known from the word of God. (a) 
Scripture represents the Holy Spirit with the Father and the Son as 
distinct from creatures, yet distinct from the Father and the Son. If. 
Father and Son are God, therefore Holy Ghost is God. Holy Spirit 
assumes form of a dove. Numbered with Father and Son under one 
name. St, Paul speaks of Christ and Holy Spirit as both being God. 
(b) Scripture ascribes actions to the Holy Spirit which could be ascribed 
only to God. Creation. Inspiration. Cause of Incarnation. Life-giver to the 
Church. Reader of the secrets of God. 

II, ‘The Holy Ghost proceeds from the Father and the Son as from 
one principle. The truth not a mere theological contention, but a revela- 
tion with practical consequences. Shows us perfect love. Scripture 
speaks of the Spirit of Jesus as the Spirit of God. The Son is often 
represented as sending the Holy Spirit. Christ symbolized the procession 
from the Son by His breathing on the apostles. The Father and Son 
have all things in common except the relations of Fatherhood and Sonship; 
therefore they breathe forth the Holy Spirit as by one principle. Spir- 
itual value of this truth. 

III. The Holy Ghost has a temporal and earthly mission. God 
willed to have an external glory. To this end sent the Holy Spirit who is 
(a) Amor, (b) the Donum Dei, (c) Digitus Paternae dexterae, (d) 
Consolator. 

Conclusion—The dogma makes us realize the truth of God living 
within us. Man has a twofold dignity—body, temple of the Holy Ghost; 
soul, spouse of the Holy Ghost. This gives the whole meaning to life. 
Without the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, life is nothing. With the 
indwelling of the Holy Spirit it is everything. 


The direct work of our sanctification is attributed to the Holy 


Ghost. It is really the work of all three Persons of the Blessed 
Trinity. But just as creation is appropriated to the Father, and 
redemption to the Son, so sanctification is appropriated to the Holy 


“oR 
cf 
ae 
13 
ee 


















AN EXPOSITION OF CATHOLIC TEACHING. 367 


Ghost. This work of sanctification, however, is not one of magic, not 
something which takes place without our knowledge and co-opera- 
tion. No! the Holy Spirit works along the lines of nature. He takes 
the faculties of man as they are and spiritualizes them, and uses 
them as instruments in the working out of His designs. If, there- 
fore, we are to act in harmony with the working of the Holy Spirit, 
it must not be by passively and blindly relinquishing ourselves to 
His influence, but by actively and intelligently entering into sym- 
pathy with His work. And in order to do this it will be needful to 
possess as much knowledge as we can of the nature of the Holy 
Spirit and His operations. If we are to co-operate in full sympathy 
with Him it must be from an intelligent conviction that He is true 
God, and consequently our true Sanctifier. This, then, will be our 
theme in the following consideration: that the Holy Ghost is true 
God; that He comes as the united love of the Father and the Son; 
that His mission on earth is to make men holy; that in a word He 
is the fulfilment of Christ’s promise: “And I will ask the Father, and 
he shall give you another Paraclete, that he may abide with you 
forever.” 

In the course of history the human spirit has wandered off in 
various ways from the catholic truth concerning the nature of the 
Holy Spirit. There is, however, one error which characterizes our 
own times and which, in a way, includes those of times past. It 
regards the Holy Spirit merely as a certain power and operation of 
God. It denies that He is a real person separate from the Father and 
the Son. It claims that He is the work of God, but not God Himself. 
Now since the doctrine of the nature of the Holy Spirit has its 
roots in the mystery of the Blessed Trinity, the deepest and most 
inscrutable of mysteries, it is evident that we can not seek for our 
information concerning it in reason. Our source must be in the 
revealed word of God. We all have a conscience, and we can each 
of us feel with St. Paul two powers within us, one urging us to good 
and the other to evil. Knowing our weakness we can reason that 
the good power within us comes from another and is not of us. We 
might even argue that that other was the Supreme God. But we 
could never arrive at the truth which declares a personal Spirit, who 
is God, who comes from the bosom of God, who comes as the sign 
of mutual love between Father and Son, comes to dwell in the souls 
of men forever. For that we must go to God’s revealed word. 

It must be noticed then, first of all, that, in quite a large number 
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of Scriptural references, the Holy Spirit is numbered either with 
the Father or with the Son, or with both, as constituting with them 
a society quite distinct from creatures. At the same time, however, 
the Third Person is always counted as distinct from the First or 
Second. By being numbered with the Father and the Son He is 
revealed as God. By being counted as distinct from the Father and 
the Son He is revealed as a separate Person. Thus, at the baptism 
of Jesus, the Holy Spirit is represented as coming from God the 
Father, yet so distinct from Him as to assume the bodily shape of a 
dove. Again, Our Lord Himself implies the distinct divine person- 
ality in His words when sending forth His disciples to teach all 
nations. “Going, therefore, teach ye all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.” 
Here Our Lord makes the revelation of the Blessed Trinity, the 
foundation both of the Church’s doctrine and external religion. He 
gives a rite by which all people may be received into the Church. 
They are to be baptized in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost. The Holy Spirit is placed equal with, yet dis- 
tinct from, the Father and the Son. He is made with them the object 
of supreme worship. The baptism is, as the Fathers were so very 
fond of saying, not in the names of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
but in the one name, herein signifying one God, the indivisible and 
perfect Trinity. Further, St. Paul, writing to the Romans, begs 
their prayers in the name of Jesus Christ and of the Holy Spirit: “I 
beseech you, therefore, brethren, through Our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and by the charity of the Holy Ghost, that you help me in your 
prayers for me to God.” In his letter to the Corinthians he identifies 
the interests of Christ with those of the Holy Spirit. “Wherefore 
I give you to understand that no man speaking by the spirit of God, 
saith Anathema to Jesus. And no man can say the Lord Jesus, but 
by the Holy Ghost.” Again, in the conclusion to his second epistle: 
“The grace of Our Lord Jesus Christ, the charity of God, and the 
communication of the Holy Ghost be with you all. Amen.” The 
words of St. Peter to Ananias tell explicitly of the divinity of the 
Holy Spirit. “Ananias, why hath Satan tempted thy heart, that thou 
shouldst lie to the Holy Ghost, and by fraud keep part of the price 
of the land? . . . Thou hast not lied to men but to God.” 

Our classical proof of the divinity of the Holy Spirit is from St. 
John’s account of Our Lord’s discourse at the last supper. Christ 
here speaks as man: “I will ask the Father and he shall give you 
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another Paraclete.’ As God, He Himself would send the Para- 
clete. The Paraclete is one who is called; that is, an advocate. 
Christ is also an advocate, and so He says: “I will send you another 
advocate, one who will plead my cause in your hearts, the spirit of 
truth, one who will bear witness of me.” He will not leave us or- 
phans, but will come again, first, bodily in the Resurrection ; then, 
spiritually, by the Paraclete, who will abide with us forever. 

Next we may see how the sacred writers ascribed divine actions to 
the Holy Spirit. He is claimed to have the power of creation. God 
could not delegate such a power to a creature. The production of 
something out of nothing is an infinite act and only a being of infinite 
power could do it. This act is ascribed to the Holy Spirit: “Thou 
shalt send forth thy Spirit and they shall be created and thou shalt 
renew the face of the earth.” He is claimed to have the power of 
inspiration. The essential meaning of inspiration is that the writing 
so inspired has God for its author. St. Peter in his second epistle 
ascribes the authorship to the Holy Spirit. Here the contrast is 
between the action of the Holy Spirit and the will of man: “For 
prophecy came not by the will of man at any time, but the holy men 
of God spoke, inspired by the Holy Ghost.” The message of the 
angel Gabriel told of the Holy Spirit as the cause of the Incarnation. 
That the divine and human natures should be united in one person 
was a work only of divinity. Thus, then, did our lady receive the 
news of the word made flesh: “The Holy Ghost shall come upon 
thee, and the power of the Most High shall overshadow thee. And 
therefore, the holy which shall be born of thee shall be called the 
Son of God.” The Church was to be the continuation of the Incar- 
nation. So, just as the Holy Spirit was the cause of the Incarna- 
tion, so also is He the cause of its continuation. St. Paul tells us 
that the Holy Ghost appointed bishops to rule the Church of God, 
and again that they were placed there by God. Our Lord’s promise 
after the last supper contains the same truth: “The Paraclete, the 
Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach 
you all things, and bring all things to your mind whatsoever I shall 
have said to you.” 

A powerful argument for the divinity of Christ was His power of 
reading hearts. This power is also a prerogative of the Holy Spirit. 
And more, not only can the Holy Spirit see through the hearts of 
men, but also, because He is God, He can see through the infinite 
knowledge of God’s mind: “For the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, 
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the deep things of God. For what man knoweth the things of a 
man, but the spirit of a man that is in him? So the things also that 
are of God no man knoweth, but the Spirit of God.” Here, then, 
are a few of the inspired and revealed records of the divinity of 
the Holy Spirit. It is a great mystery. The human mind could not 
have reached it without revelation. But once the revelation has 
been made, the human heart accepts it as one of the primary theo- 
logical truths for which it has been prepared. Throughout the his- 
tory of the Christian people its worship of the Holy Ghost as 
God has always been equal to its worship of the Father and the Son 
as God. “Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost.” 

The point of doctrine next in importance after the divinity of the 
Holy Spirit is what is known as the double procession of the Holy 
Spirit. This truth asserts that the Holy Spirit comes both from the 
Father and the Son. It is a denial of the heresy of the Orthodox 
Church, which claims that the Holy Ghost proceeds from the Father 
alone. This distinction between the truth and the error is not, as 
some have supposed, a mere quarrel over formulas. It is not merely 
a question as to whether we shall have an extra word in our Creed. 
But it is a truth, the denial of which robs the Christian revelation of 
one of its most superb beauties. Of course the chief reason why we 
accept the truth is because Christ has revealed it; and we should 
accept it as such regardless of consequences. On closer examination, 
however, we find that the truth is fraught with practical issues of 
the most momentous kind. Christ is not only the truth, but He is 
also the way and the life. The procession of the Holy Spirit from 
the Father and the Son is a truth revealed to us to show us the way 
and the life. It gives us the type of perfect love. It shows us the 
origin of the Spirit of love, who abides with us forever. No wonder 
then that the Church, which has retained this truth, has been so 
fruitful in those experts in love, the saints of the Catholic Church; 
and no wonder that the Church which has rejected it has been so 
sterile in them. 

The coming of the Holy Spirit from the Son is seen from numer- 
ous passages which speak of the Spirit of Christ, or of the Spirit of 
Jesus, just as other passages speak of the Spirit of the Father, or the 
Spirit of God. Thus St. Paul to the Galatians writes: “And be- 
cause you are sons, God hath sent the Spirit of his Son into your 
hearts, crying, Abba, Father.” Again to the Philippians he says: 
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“For I know that this shall fall out to me unto salvation through 
your prayers, and the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ.” Then 
in the Acts of the Apostles we read of St. Paul and his companions. 
“And when they had passed through Phrygia, and the country of 
Galatia, they were forbidden by the Holy Ghost to preach the word 
in Asia. And when they were come into Mysia, they attempted to go 
into Bithynia, and the Spirit of Jesus suffered them not.” Again 
the procession of the Holy Spirit from the Son is implied in all 
those places which speak of the Son sending the Spirit. “If I go 
not, the Paraclete will not come to you, but if I go I will send him 
to you.” Indeed it has been the teaching of many of the Fathers 
of the Church that Christ meant to signify this when He breathed 
on His disciples and said to them: “Receive ye the Holy Ghost.” 

Further, the coming of the Holy Spirit from the Father and the 
Son is not as it were the result of two causes. It is the result of the 
Father and the Son acting together in one operation. Christ said: 
“All things whatsoever the Father hath are mine. Therefore I said 
that he (the Holy Spirit) shall receive of mine and show it to you.” 
With the exception of fatherhood and sonship, the Father and Son 
have all things in common. Both Father and Son in one combined 
breath breathe forth the Holy Ghost. 

Now we are in a position to see the practical value of our theology. 
The Holy Spirit comes to us as the personified love of the Father and 
Son. The eternal Father, seeing the vast ocean of His own infinite 
beauty, by understanding it produces the image of it, His eternal 
Son. The Father and the Son, looking at each other’s incom- 
parable beauty, love each other with an infinite love. This mutual 
love becomes interwoven and forms a third divine personality, the 
Spirit of love. Here, then, we have the perfect type of love. It is 
by the Holy Spirit coming as the united love of the Father and 
the Son that God loves Himself, and has loved Himself throughout 
eternity. Not without the Holy Spirit, proceeding in the way in 
which Catholic truth says He proceeds, could God give to Himself 
His intrinsic eternal glory. 

God, however, chose by that same Holy Spirit to create for Him- 
self an external love and glory. He would make a human heart and 
mind so that through them He could receive a creation’s praise. In 
this aspect the Holy Spirit is called the gift of God: “the charity of 
God is poured forth in our hearts, by the Holy Ghost, who is given 
to us.” Every act of love therefore which we make is but God’s 
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Spirit coming to us and returning through us to Himself. He is 
thus the source of all those gifts which draw us nearer to God. The 
rite by which we are raised to the position of heirs of the kingdom 
of heaven is the washing with water, the Sacrament which sym- 
bolizes and causes the action of the Holy Spirit in our.souls. “Amen, 
amen, I say to thee, unless a man be born again of water, and of thie 
Holy Ghost, he can not enter into the kingdom of God.” If we have 
fallen away from baptismal innocence, and wish to be restored again 
to God’s favor, it must be by the power of the Holy Spirit acting 
through priestly ministry. ‘Receive ye the Holy Ghost. Whose sins 
you shall forgive they are forgiven them; and whose sins you shall 
retain they are retained.” Indeed, whether our graces come through 
the Sacraments or outside the Sacraments, whether they be the 
graces of faith, wisdom, knowledge, healing, tongues, prophecy, “in 
all these things one and the same Spirit worketh, dividing to every 
one according as He will.” 

We do not know the laws by which He acts. The Spirit breatheth 
where He will. Only this law we know—that He is ever with us 
with sufficient light and strength for all our needs. He is called the 
finger of God’s right hand. Therefore it is that He is always 
leading us gently and sweetly even though we be unconscious of His 
influence. We may seem at times to be making our own spiritual 
careers and saving our souls by methods which we judge best and 
safest. But as we grow older we begin to realize that it is another 
who guides us. We had thought we were choosing Him when in 
reality He was choosing us. It is not necessary to have lived very 
long in order to look back on the past and recognize the control of 
the Holy Spirit. Strangely enough we see this when it is all over, 
and either can not, or will not, see it when it is taking place. We 
are like the disciples who walked with Our Lord to Emmaus. They 
did not realize on the way to whom they were talking. But when, 
at supper, He made Himself known, then they remembered how 
their hearts had burned within them. 

The action of the Holy Spirit within us, strengthening us in all 
our spiritual efforts, gives Him the title of Comforter. In this 
office He uses a special Sacrament, the laying on of hands. By 
the strength received in Confirmation we are fortified against dan- 
gers to our faith, and through our faith against dangers to our 
moral life. In the constant, daily, hourly struggle it is the Holy 
Spirit who is our mainstay. 
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Thou of Comforters the best, 
Be our soul’s most welcome guest, 
Sweet refreshment here below. 


This, then, is the practical fruit to be gathered from the dogma of 
the Holy Spirit. We know that a divine person, who is the love of 
God and the gift of God, has come to us as our Guide and Com- 
forter, to dwell within us and by His indwelling to make us holy, to 
foster and bring to perfection our everlasting life. In the olden 
times God revealed Himself as the God of Might, a God whom His 
people served with a service of fear. In the Gospel times He re- 
vealed Himself as a God of Love, a God enjoying the happiness of 
His threefold personality, a God clothed in human flesh, and living 
among His created children. A further revelation, however, showed 
Him to be a God living not merely among us, but within us. By the 
mission of His Holy Spirit He enters into every pore and fiber of our 
being, so that, if we do not positively hinder His coming, He will 
mingle His life with ours so as to live in us and we in Him. “If any 
man will love me he will keep my word, and my Father will love 
him, and we will come to him, and make our abode with him.” 

By this indwelling of the Holy Spirit man receives a new twofold 
dignity. His body becomes the temple of the Holy Spirit. “Know 
you not that you are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God 
dwelleth in you?” His soul becomes the spouse of God. And here 
it is that man finds the meaning of his life. The human soul and the 
Holy Spirit are as the bride and the spouse of the Canticle. “Who is 
this that cometh up from the desert leaning on her beloved?” Lean- 
ing on Him she is all. Turning from Him, she is no one. Hence 
St. Paul says: “If I have not love I am nothing.” God is love. And 
if that love be absent: if the Holy Spirit mingle not His life with 
mine: if I do not act by His action, and live by His life, then is my 
life meaningless and all my aims and efforts and aspirations are but 
as an empty dream and a tale that is told. 
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XXII. THE CHURCH. 
BY THE REV. FRANCIS M. HARVEY. 


“T believe in the Holy Catholic Church.” 


SYNOPSIS.—The various names given the Church in Holy Scripture. The 
notion underlying each. Meaning of the term in its broad sense. In 
this sense it belongs to all ages; 1s not limited to external organization, 
yet is the divine plan for the salvation of souls. Hence the necessity of 
membership. Church is a visible society, visible in her founder, in her 
members, etc. Christ laid the foundations: (a) In His private life by 
inculcating the virtues poverty, humility, obedience, etc.; in His public life 
by forming and instructing His Apostles. The character of the men 
chosen adapted to the work to be done; to the lessons to be taught; to the 
souls to be drawn. Life given to the Church by the Holy Spirit on Pente- 
cost. Church a live organism; Christ lives in it and gives it its life 
blood. Gratitude due to God. Practical gratitude by love and obedience. 


God’s Church is spoken of in the Sacred Scriptures under many 
figures. It is presented as a city whose foundations 


6c 


are in the 
Holy Mountains ;” a vine with its branches ; a government; a temple, 
a bride, and again, a body, whose head is Christ. 

This last figure—the favorite of St. Paul—is by far the most ex- 
pressive. When the Church is spoken of as a bride, the love, single- 
ness of purpose, community of interest, and ceaseless devotion that 
exist between Christ and His Church are typified. When we hear 
it called a city, or a form of government, we are reminded of the 
general unity of interest and aims that should be found among 
the members of the Church. The figure of the temple and its corner- 
stone bring out the necessary cohesion that must exist in the 
‘Church; but the image wherein Christ is represented as the Head 
and the Church as the Body, comprises all these and adds something 
more. It suggests the unity and independence of one part with 
another, and gives, too, the idea of life, life springing from one 
central principle and diffusing itself through all the members; the 
idea of a sensitive participation of joy and sorrow in the various 
parts of the living organism; the idea of growth and adaptability to 
different times and conditions ; the idea too of a living soul. 

Such are some of the Scriptural answers to the question, “What 
is the Church?” The theologians, following the teachings of the 





AN EXPOSITION OF CATHOLIC TEACHING. 375 


apostles and of the fathers, tell us that that great assemblage under 
the Headship of Christ are all who are bound to the Saviour by the 
ties of faith and of love. This defines the Church in what is called 
the widest sense, and embraces in its meaning all the just, whether 
this present life holds them in the flesh, or the shadows of purgatory 
enfold them, or the white light of heaven has received them. In- 
deed, according to St. Augustine, the angels are within the fellowship 
of the Church, since they are united to Christ as their Head, by 
supreme and most intimate love. 

From this it necessarily follows that the Catholic Church reaches 
back to the earliest dawn of history. As St. Gregory the Great says, 
“The Church embraces all the just, from Abel to the last righteous 
man who shall live upon earth.” 

The Church has been likened to a heaven-descended river, issuing 
from beneath the throne of God, and flowing triumphantly down the 
ages till it loses itself in the bosom of eternity; covering the earth 
with the knowledge and love of God as the waters cover the sea. 

Nor in the ages before Christ did the Church want an organiza- 
tion and a history. To the ears of Abraham, the Syrian shepherd, 
came the voice of God bidding him, “Get thee out of thy country,” 
and obediently he went forth, the first missionary of God’s Church 
under the written law, and became the founder of a divine society. 
All the world’s religious truth was gathered into Judaism, the sum 
increasing and growing more definite, from Abraham on the Plains 
of Mambre, to the last prophet who gave his inspired message to a 
listening world; and all this truth and more is the treasure of the 
Catholic Church to-day. St. Paul, his poet’s heart throbbing under 
the logician’s armor, exultingly sings the glory of Christ’s Church, 
and reminds the Jews that their fathers did drink of Christ in the 
wilderness ; and the Eternal Word Himself shows us His teaching 
running through the warp and woof of human life. He bids us un- 
derstand, that, as the Word, He has not only made the world, but 
inspired its religious teaching from the beginning, and that in His 
earthly mission He is binding His truths together and adding to 
them; establishing the law of grace upon the written law of Moses, 
which in turn rests upon the law of nature. The Saviour tells us 
unmistakably that His whole thought is for His Church—He would 
reconsecrate it, and with superb additions, make it the wonder of the 
world; from the scattered fragments build up a New Jerusalem. 
He seems to murmur to His Church in the words of the Prophet 
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Isaias, “O poor little one, tossed with tempest without all comfort, 
behold I will lay thy stones in order, and will lay thy foundations 
with sapphires. And I will make thy bulwarks of jasper; and thy 
gates of graven stones, and all thy borders of desirable stones. All 
thy children shall be taught of the Lord; and great shall be the peace 
of thy children.” 

As we have seen, the Church in this broad sense, or as we say, the 
Soul of the Church, has existed from the beginning. The Soul of 
the Church is nothing other than the union of the heart and will 
with God. Unlike the human soul, it is not limited to the external 
organization. It may exist in the midst of the heresy and schism 
innocently professed, and bind to the Redeemer hearts that have 
no visible union with the body of the Church. Still we must remem- 
ber that the Church of Christ, the Catholic Church, is “the divinely 
appointed organization for saving the souls of men,” and that in- 
vincible ignorance and good faith form the precarious hope of those 
that are outside that society founded by Christ. 

The Church, in the strict and ordinarily accepted sense, is a visible 
society of men professing the same faith and governed by legiti- 
mately appointed pastors under the Roman Pontiff. The end for 
which this society was instituted is the eternal salvation of its mem- 
bers. 

Many have denied that Christ’s Church is a real society, a society 
of men banded together for a distinct object, the salvation of their 
souls. It has been and is claimed that the Church consists of those 
who believe in Christ, and that no visible organization is necessary. 

Now an invisible Church on earth is a contradiction in terms. 
As well speak of an invisible kingdom in our midst with ruler and 
subjects invisible, following laws that are inscribed on invisible 
tablets and holding inaudible converse one with the other. Abstrac- 
tions are very good and very useful in the mental world, in meta- 
physics and even in science, but we dismiss them summarily in the 
practical affairs of every-day life and what so practical, so removed 
from mere abstractions, as religion, which is to influence each word 
and act, and influence them for eternity? Christ manifesting Him- 
self to the world did not communicate Himself as an idea, or an 
emotion, or an inspiration to the minds and hearts of men, as He 
might have done; in fact as He did manifest Himself to the prophets 
of old. He could have been a spiritual influence dominating irresist- 
ibly a certain number of human beings, and through them guide 
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the entire race. But He took to Himself a material body; spoke a 
language that men could understand; made Himself in every way a 
man, and employed ordinary methods of teaching and directing, ways 
that could be understood by all, simple and learned alike. Through- 
out His earthly life He insisted that His mission was to found a 
Church. He spoke of it in ways that His fellowmen could under- 
stand ; called it a city, a kingdom, a vine. Is it probable that in estab- 
lishing what He came to establish He would have given His follow- 
ers to understand that He was to found a kingdom with explicit 
laws and ordinances, while He meant all along to be a mere influ- 
ence, felt in widely differing ways by different people? That He 
would have no visible fellowship such as the world would know and 
recognize as such? Had He made Himself a visible bridegroom 
that He might espouse an invisible bride? Christ is not only God, 
a pure spirit “dwelling in light inaccessible,” He is also man with a 
humanity as real as that of any other child of Adam, and His Church 
must be a divine and human institution capable of being known and 
recognized by men as He Himself was known. “All power is given 
to me in heaven and earth.” We must not forget that His power 
must still be exercised on earth and exercised in a way to be under- 
stood of men, that is, by laws and ordinances, and through repre- 
sentatives. 

The establishment of His Church engaged the mind of our 
Saviour during His whole life upon earth. The thirty years of His 
hidden life were years fruitful of divine teaching for His Church. 
Then it was that He laid broad and deep those foundations of 
spirituality on which the superstructure of Christianity must be 
erected. Humility, obedience, poverty, meekness, gentleness, and 
charity, all of which the world regarded as badges of ignominy 
little short of criminal, He during those thirty years demonstrated to 
be virtues. In the most practical, the most vivid way, He taught 
mankind their value. He lived them in His daily life, knowing that 
every phase of that life would be the subject of reverent study, and 
its lessons the guide of unborn ages. The years of His public min- 
istry He devoted to the teaching body of the Church and to the 
unfolding of certain fundamental doctrines of faith. In His death 
He gave the central dogma of His Church, the Redemption. In the 
Resurrection He proved the divinity of His mission, His right to 
found a Church, and thus put the seal of His divinity upon the 
moral and dogmatic teaching that He had given. In the interval be- 
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tween His Resurrection and Ascension, He gave definite organiza- 
tion to His Church. And since it is the artist’s final touches that seem 
to give distinctive life and character to his work, so these last quick, 
sure touches of the Master are looked upon as the creative touches 
that brought the Church into being. We are apt to forget the long 
years of waiting and of effort that He passed in Nazareth and 
Galilee slowly fashioning His life work, laying the foundation of 
that moral and dogmatic teaching which is to outlast time itself. 

In establishing the teaching body of His Church, selecting the 
apostles, Our Lord’s manner of acting may be summed up in the 
words of St. Paul: “The foolishness of God is wiser than men; and 
the weakness of God is stronger than men.” The establishment of 
God’s Church illustrates more clearly perhaps than aught else God’s 
mysterious workings, whereby He chooses the base things of this 
world to confound the mighty, and the things that are not, to bring 
to naught the things that are. 

In selecting His messengers, Our Lord did not turn to the learned 
or powerful, but went among the poor and illiterate of Judea. He 
collected about Him a number of disciples, men in no way dis- 
tinguished. These He instructed carefully, and when the time was 
come to make choice of the twelve, who were to share His priestly 
office and be the channels of spiritual life to His Church, “He went 
into a mountain to pray, and He spent the whole night in communion 
with God. And when day was come He called unto Him His dis- 
ciples, and He chose twelve of them whom He called apostles.” 

The wise of this world, if they intended to set on foot some great 
movement to establish some world influencing society, would pa- 
tiently and carefully select men renowned for intellect, for training, 
for wealth and for influence. Would we not consider them mad if 
they went to the water-front of one of our seaport towns and 
chose, from among the fishermen and the dock-laborers, the founders 
of an epoch-making organization? If some great philosopher should 
appoint as the doctors of his system—men whose duty it would be 
to change the world’s intellectual thought—twelve comparatively un- 
lettered men, timid and awkward by character and by training, 
would we not consider him as obsessed by folly? And unquestion- 
ably such would be the case, for in the things of the world the world’s 
weapons and approved instruments should be used. In founding 
His Church, however, the Saviour looked to the spiritual fitness of 
His messengers in the great spiritual revolution which He contem- 
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plated, intellectual acumen, culture, and personal influence were not 
the things desired. He looked for men whose souls were a fitting 
soil from which the grace of the Holy Spirit might bring forth the 
fruit of eternal truth and life; men in whom the virtues which He 
wished to place at the foundation of His edifice—humility, poverty, 
self-sacrifice and simplicity—had already an abiding place. Though 
the world was very wise with its own wisdom and very cultured, 
it was yet a world steeped in ignorance regarding the things of the 
spirit. Systems of philosophy it knew, and literary perfection it 
had long ago attained, but of the knowledge of the true God and 
His claims upon the human heart it had not learned even the ele- 
ments. God always selects fitting instruments, and in selecting His 
apostles He weighed the requirements of means to end. A spiritual 
work needed spiritual men, men unwarped by false philosophies, 
untainted by corrupting pleasures, and such men were to be found 
only in the lower walks of life. 

Again, a world-conquest by poor and ignorant fishermen would 
be a miracle that would astound the minds of all thinking people. 
They would be obliged to recognize that some great force was 
behind it all, and since the work was the spiritual reformation of 
humanity this force must of necessity, they would say, be divine. 

Another reason for our Saviour’s selection we find in the fact that 
His is the Church of the poor. One of the signs of His Messianic 
mission was His preaching of the Gospel to the poor, His care of 
the despised and neglected children of His Father, and no argument 
could appeal more powerfully to them than the great fact that the 
leaders in Christ’s Church were of themselves. 

The Saviour’s message, too, of itself went straight to the heart of 
humanity. It required no scientific training, no keen natural ability. 
It addressed itself not to this nationality nor to that, not to one class 
rather than to another, but as man to man. Coming in these very 
earthen vessels, it met man just as he was, stripped of ornaments and 
advantages, and it spoke to his heart, spoke to his conscience, “spoke 
from God to the God-like within him,” spoke as a man speaking to 
his brother. Christ’s choice of His apostles was also in perfect har- 
mony with His message and His life. His own life and especially 
His death on the Cross were to destroy utterly all distinctions of race, 
of station, and of class. The Captain to whom the world was sum- 
moned to give allegiance, the King who bade all men become His 
subjects, was a poor artisan of a poor village of a despised nation. 
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So the folly of God evident in the life and in the death of the Saviour, 
and most evident in His manner of establishing the Church, was 
wiser than men, and the things that were not—poverty, humility 
and self-denial—brought to naught the pride and pomp and plea- 
sure of this world, the only things that were heretofore of supreme 
importance. 

With all His preparation, notwithstanding the foundations laid in 
the long years of obscurity, the lessons taught during His public 
life, the prayerful choice of His apostles and their training, the 
end was not yet. 

Carefully and tenderly had He fashioned the fair body of His 
Church from the clay of humanity, tempered it with His blood, 
baptized it with His tears, it was still but a body, fair but lifeless, 
beautiful but barren. It must abide nine days in the darkness of 
retirement, in the quickening solitude of prayer, until on the morning 
of Pentecost the Holy Spirit, the Paraclete, breathes into it, and 
the bride of Christ “that cometh forth as the morning, fair as the 
moon, bright as the sun, terrible as an army in battle array,” stands 
revealed. 

We have been considering the Church as an organized society, 
divinely appointed, and such it is; but we must not let these theo- 
logical and historical considerations hide the fact that it is a living 
organism. In thinking of the Church we must not picture it as 
some vast power which imposes duties upon us and speaks down to 
us. The Saviour should not be regarded as having introduced His 
Church to the world and then allowing it to work its own way. It 
is an error to think only of what Christ’s coming was to the ancient 
world. The pouring of that fresh and living stream into the arid 
wastes of human history, when the garden which God had made 
beautiful by His planting was turning into a parched desert of hea- 
thenism, did not cease with Our Lord’s departure from the earth, 
nor with the death of the apostles. In the Church is the living 
Christ; in the Church is all the power of the Holy Spirit; in the 
Church is all the tenderness of the heavenly Father, and this Triune 
source of life is with us now in all the affairs of our workaday 
world. From it flows spiritual life into the very heart of humanity 
and human society; life into our governments, life into our com- 
merce, life into the training of families, life into every individual 
soul; and consequently God and His Divine Son are as much in our 
daily lives as in the lives of the early Christians, the Saviour is as- 
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closely united to every man, woman, and child in His Church as He 
was to John who laid his head upon the Master’s bosom, or to 
Mary, who bathed His feet in her tears. Christ then is something 
more than the mere Founder of His Church. He pours His own life 
into it, for it is His body. He did not stay apart and lay its corner- 
stone and rear its structure outside of Himself. He rather put it 
forth from His own Sacred Heart; and giving it the indwelling 
Spirit, the Paraclete, took up His constant abode on earth in the life 
of those who love Him and obey His commandments. 

His coming was the beginning of the divine life upon earth as St. 
John says, “The bread of God is He who cometh down from 
heaven, and giveth life unto the world.” How intimate is that union 
between the active member of Christ’s Church and the Head! “I 
am the vine, ye are the branches ;” “I in you and you in me.” 

This, then, is what the Church should mean to us; a living union 
with Christ, feeling His precious blood flowing through our souls 
from His Sacraments; our hearts and minds throbbing in unison 
with the heart and the mind of the Eternal Word. 

We should indeed be grateful to Christ, not only for His life and 
death, but likewise for the gift of His Church. Our gratitude should 
be practical and show itself by reverent obedience to the commands 
of that Church with whom Christ dwells all the days of her life 
even to the consummation of the world. We may then look forward 
to that day when we will pass from the ranks of the Church militant 
to those of the Church triumphant to reign with Christ Our head 
forevermore. Amen. 
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(SERMON FOR EASTER.) 
XXIII. THE INCOMPLETENESS OF REVELATION. 


BY THE RT. REV. JAMES BELLORD, D.D. 


“Christ crucified; unto the Jews indeed a stumbling block, and unto the 
Gentiles foolishness; but unto them that are called, both Jews and Greeks, 
Christ, the power of God, and the wisdom of God.”—I. Cor. vii, 23, 24. 


SYNOPSIS.—The seeming hopelessness of Our Lord’s cause when He was 
dead on the Cross. His enemies had triumphed, His friends had deserted 
Him. This scene followed by that of His resurrection and sojourn of 
forty days, finally His ascension. The change caused by the Resurrection 
in the apostles, in the world. The position of this doctrine in the economy 
of the faith. The use God might have made of this miracle for the con- 
fusion of His enemies, Herod, Pilate, the Jews. The use God did make 
of it—to draw his own around Him. This truth like all others revealed 
sufficiently yet obscurely. What prevented the Jew from seeing the light 
of revelation? Their passions. Complaints of many as to the difficulties 
and insufficiencies of proof of the dogma of religion due to same cause, 
viz., passion. All are given sufficient light. Men to-day follow examples 
of Jewish leaders in rejecting Our Lord. Revelation made to a finite 
mind must be incomplete. Yet enough given for light, guidance, and 
salvation; not enough to satisfy curiosity or to compel assent. Great 
privilege of those to whom this mystery is revealed. 


I. No cause ever seemed more hopeless than that of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ when He hung on the Cross, silent in death, surrounded 
by the thick darkness. One class of the Messianic prophecies, and 
these the most striking ones, seemed to have no application to Him. 
Was it of this crushed, degraded being, executed as a criminal amid 
the execration of all, that the Psalmist wrote these words: “Thou 
art beautiful above the sons of men, grace is poured forth on thy 
lips. . . . Gird thy sword upon thy thigh, O thou most mighty. 

Thy throne, O God, is forever and ever. He shall rule from 
sea to sea . . . until the ends of the earth, . . . All the 
kings of the earth shall adore him, all nations shall serve him” (Fs. 
xliv, 17)? Any stranger who saw that last terrible scene, knowing 
nothing of the divine life and virtues of Jesus, might have well sup- 
posed that He was only one more of the many false Messias who 
sprang up in those days, created a little excitement, gained a few 
low-class followers, and suddenly collapsed. The miraculous events 
that attended the crucifixion proved to some souls that a great 
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prophet was dead, but, even so, His course was run, all was over. 
He had left no enthusiastic party behind Him, nought remained but 
empty remembrance. 

The triumph of Our Lord’s enemies was complete. They had 
avenged themselves fully on Him for holding them up to scorn and 
denouncing their hypocrisies. He had gained a great hold on the 
people, He had spoken of a new era in religion. For a while they 
had feared Him, but now their power was confirmed, they could go 
on in their own way as before, no more would be heard of this dan- 
gerous movement. He was safely dead, and they could sate them- 
selves with the memory of His utter failure, His frightful sufferings, 
His indelible disgrace. 

The followers of Jesus were discouraged and broken. Simple, 
uncultivated men, called from their fishing-nets to follow One whose 
works they saw, but whose ideas they could not comprehend, their 
faith failed under the trial, they were “scandalized” in Him. The 
Holy Ghost was not yet given to them, Satan still had power to sift 
them like wheat. They laid aside their hopes of the re-establishment 
of the kingdom of Israel, and of sitting at the right hand and at the 
left hand of their Master. They hid themselves, or hastened away to 
their homes and previous daily labors. None kept the faith but the 
Blessed Virgin Mother; she alone, who possessed the secret of His 
divinity, was able to trust in His promises and look forward to His 
triumph. 

There were others too, some curious, or indifferent, some who 
were concerned in the passion, like Herod and Pilate. Conscience 
may have awakened a momentary remorse in them for their fatal 
errors and injustice. But their victim was dead. He could never 
reappear. Their crimes were hidden in His sepulchre. Some re- 
membered that there had been words spoken about a rising from the 
dead on the third day. A very absurd expectation! Still, to prevent 
any mistake or imposture, or miracle even, they took proper steps 
to have the sepluchre guarded by a band of resolute soldiers. Cer- 
tainly all was over. 

II. The Sabbath drew its veil of calm over the tragedy of the 
days just gone. Men rose relieved on the first morning of the new 
week to resume their usual life. They were met by startling tidings. 
The Roman guard had abandoned their post and fled in terror, 
saying that at dawn the dead had come to life, and passed through 
the unopened door of the sepulchre. Then some women who had 
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gone early to the tomb hurried back and related that angels had 
appeared and declared that Christ was truly risen. Peter and 
John then went and found the Sacred Body no longer there. Still, so 
little did they realize what had happened, that Mary Magdalene, 
when she first saw the risen Lord, mistook Him for the gardener 
of the place. After this, Jesus appeared in the upper chamber before 
ten of the apostles, and another time when Thomas was present; 
again to the two disciples on the road to Emmaus, then to five hun- 
dred at once among the mountains of Galilee, and to the apostles by 
the shore of the Lake of Genesareth. Many times during the forty 
days He instructed His disciples concerning the kingdom of God, 
and at last ascended to heaven in their sight from Mount Olivet. 

What a wonderful change was wrought at once in the apostles’ 
minds by the knowledge of the Resurrection! What a revul- 
sion from doubt to certainty, sorrow to triumph, despair to faith and 
confidence! It was a change for them as from darkness to sun- 
shine, even as from death to life. The world had seemed to be shat- 
tered, and an abyss opened beneath their feet, when all their beliefs 
and hopes, all thoughts and certainties, collapsed at once at the death — 
of their beloved Master. Now it was as if the solid world had been 
created anew. After all, they were not deceived, Jesus was still a 
reality, His words were true; a great future was still open before 
Him and them. What did the scandal of the Cross matter now, or 
weakness, or obscurities, or the triumph of his foes, since Jesus 
was really risen? 

The Resurrection was the crucial test, the supreme proof of Chris- 
tianity. It was the accomplishment of prophecy, the evidence of 
Our Lord’s power and divine origin, the confirmation of all His 
teachings, the justification of men’s belief in Him, and the assurance 
of a future life for them. It is the central:support of Our Lord’s 
religion. The apostles made it the keystone of religion, and made 
everything depend on it. Their own office, as they describe it, 
was to be “witnesses of the Resurrection.” St. Paul, in order that he 
might be a witness of it with them, was vouchsafed a sight of Our 
Lord in vision, as he had not seen Him in the flesh. He tells us that 
if Christ be not risen again then is our faith vain, and our hopes as to 
the lot of departed souls are unfulfilled ; then are we the most miser- 
able of men, for we have surrendered our worldly opportunities, our 
possessions, and our lives, we have staked our all on an unreality. 
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Such is the position that the Resurrection holds in the economy of 
the faith. 

III. It is most instructive to consider the way in which divine 
Providence has made use of this crowning evidence of Our Lord’s 
divinity. To our carnal ways of thinking there is an incompleteness 
about the revelation of the Resurrection. Our Lord might have 
exhibited Himself more widely than He did, and with much more 
striking effect. Nothing could be more conclusive than the miracle 
of His rising; nothing more easy than to verify it publicly. We 
might picture to ourselves Our Lord appearing in all His risen glory 
before the tribunals where He had been condemned, indicating His 
divinity before Caiaphas, His kingship before Pilate, His miraculous 
power before Herod, convincing them as He did St. Thomas by the 
sight of His wounded hands and side. We may imagine their con- 
sternation, their horror, the acclamations of the fickle populace, the 
glory of the position of the disciples. There could have been no at- 
tempt then to hush up the miracle by bribing the guards to silence; 
it would have been placed beyond the possibility of denial. 

However, to speak familiarly, there was not as much made of it 
as might have been. Our Lord did not submit His Resurrection to 
scientific investigation, or to a juridical proof. The scandal of the 
Cross was proclaimed to all, it was recognized by official acts; but 
the triumph of Our Lord was made known only to a few. The 
Resurrection remained open to objection. The Jews were able to 
promulgate the lie that while the guards were asleep thie disciples 
stole the body. As they said on Calvary, “If he be the king of Israel, 
let him now come down from the Cross,” so it was open to them 
now to say: “He has not appeared to us; if He be really risen let 
Him come forth to the streets He passed through to Calvary, to 
the courts where He was judged; let us see the marks of nails and 
spear, and we are willing to believe. Is not our offer a fair and 
just one? Who could ask more than this of us?” 

The ways of God are not as the ways of man. We should like 
to see His enemies convicted to their faces of falsehood and injustice ; 
He leaves them to their obstinacy in error. They wish to contradict 
the truth, they do not wish to profit by the light to see the truth, 
and God, therefore, withholds it from them. He does not give His 
light for the confusion of its enemies, but only for the salvation of 
those who seek it humbly. There are some to whom God is pleased 
to give a more full revelation of Himself, as Jesus granted St. 





386 THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY. 


Thomas the proof he had irreverently demanded: but others had no 
right to claim this special favor, which He had the right to bestow 
where He would. Some are privileged to see, but the majority are 
called to the greater blessedness of believing without seeing. To 
those who were to be teachers of others and witnesses to divine 
facts, Our Lord revealed Himself abundantly by many proofs, 
both before and after His Resurrection; but such complete evidence 
was not necessary for others. To men at large God gives only “evi- 
dence of credibility,” not intrinsic proofs of the facts themselves, 
but evidence sufficient to prove that it is reasonable to believe His 
messengers, and indications that are enough to prove that they 
speak with the plenitude of His authority. 

Thus did God proceed with regard to the Resurrection. Like 
all other spiritual truths it was to be obscure while sufficiently made 
known. Our Lord’s prophecies had given men reason to expect 
that He would rise again. The fact was testified to by the hostile wit- 
ness of the soldiers of the guard, as well as by the multitudes who 
saw Our Lord. These proved their sincerity by their lives, and by 
their death as martyrs; and God set the seal of His approval to 
their words by giving them the power of miracles. The sufficiency 
of the testimony to the Resurrection is shown by the innumerable 
conversions among those who had every opportunity of judging 
and testing the truth. What sufficed for them would have sufficed 
to convert all others, had they not allowed passion to blind their 
eyes and harden their hearts. Had they yielded to grace and fol- 
lowed the light, they would have been led by God to a degree of 
knowledge and certainty superior to any that rises even from the 
highest evidence of the natural faculties. 

TV. Many complain of the difficulties and insufficiencies in the 
evidence in favor of Christianity and the Church. It does not come 
up to their notion of what the evidence should be. But we must not 
suppose that the incompleteness of the evidence is the real cause 
why so many men persevere to the end in rejecting the true faith. 
Those who urge such a pretext would probably continue to disbe- 
lieve, even were the evidence as clear as they demand it to be. To 
grant them more convincing proofs would be not only casting pearls 
before swine, but it would be increasing their responsibility and 
their sin. If a completer revelation were necessary for begetting 
divine faith in any souls, we may be sure that God would have given 
it to them. Those who find fault with the sufficiency of what God’s 
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Providence has done for their enlightenment are the counterpart of 
those Jews of old who found the evidence of the Resurrection im- 
perfect. Our Lord anticipated that very objection to His Resur- 
rection. He provided against it, and gave a proof of its insincerity. 
In the parable of Lazarus and Dives, Abraham is represented as 
saying to the rich man about his incredulous brethren, “They have 
Moses and the Prophets. If they believe them not, then neither if 
one rose from the dead would they believe.” This was verified 
when Our Lord raised His friend, the actual Lazarus, from the dead. 
One did rise from the dead, and bore witness to Our Lord, but his 
enemies would not believe. The miracle was wrought before a 
multitude, it was noised abroad and well known. Lazarus was seen 
in public. Did men accept Our Lord the more on that account? 
No. For “the chief priests thought to kill Lazarus also, because many 
of the Jews, by reason of him, went away and believed in Jesus” 
(John xii, 10, 11). What wilful blindness, what a perverse choice of 
evil before good! It would be well nigh incredible, were not the 
examples of it too numerous. The appearance of Our Lord once 
more before Ananias, and Herod, and the Pharisees would, so far 
from converting, have stimulated them to attempt further outrages 
upon Him in His glorified state. 

Even if the opponents of Our Blessed Lord had been forced by 
circumstances to admit the fact of His Resurrection, what would 
have been the gain to the kingdom of God in their souls? The recog- 
nition of a patent fact is not the faith which justifies, and which 
moves the mountains of sin. The conquest of the intellect is not 
the same as gaining the heart; and unless this be done, the fullest 
knowledge will not change men’s lives for the better. The sight 
of Jesus actually rising from the dead would not have strengthened 
the wavering mind of Pilate, or taught him to follow strict justice 
instead of selfish expediency. It would not have purified the sensual 
soul of Herod and silenced his mocking criticisms. It would not 
have humbled the arrogance of the Pharisees, or changed the furious 
hatred of the chief priests into gentleness and love. Even though 
they saw, they would not have believed, their passions were fatal to 
faith. 

So it is in general. The real obstacles to belief are the capital 
sins, pride, covetousness, lust, sloth, and the rest; all that we hear 
about flaws in the evidence, and proofs that will not stand criticism, 
is but an excuse to conceal the real reasons for men’s incredulity. 
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Let us not think that a fuller revelation of divine truth would break 
down that unbelief; on the contrary, it is the hardness of men’s un- 
belief that prevents God from giving them the further revelation. 
So we read of Our Lord in a certain place that “he could not do 
any mighty work there,” and the reason was “because of their un- 
belief” (Mark vi, 6; Matt. xiii, 58). This was doubtless one of the 
reasons why the Resurrection was not manifested with greater clear- 
ness to the rulers and the chief priests. Their resistance to the light 
prevented Our Lord from giving them a still fuller light. They 
had so perverted their minds and wills that they would have been 
unable to apprehend that fuller light, and therefore it was not given 
to them. And such undoubtedly is the case in very many other 
instances. All indeed are not called to the possession of truth from 
the first; to some it is given only late in life; some have to work 
their way to it slowly and with much difficulty ; but if any continue 
to the end without knowledge enough, or faith enough for their 
salvation, the reason certainly is that they have been guilty of de- 
liberate resistance ; for the Gospel assures us, that the true light en- 
lighteneth sufficiently every man that cometh into this world (John 
i, 9). They may not have had the same great advantages that are 
given to some specially favored ones; but certainly the opportunity 
has been given them of attaining to those advantages in the course 
of time. There are varying degrees of fulness in the revelation that 
God makes to each soul, but there is no real incompleteness ; such in- 
completeness as there may be is only apparent, and only lasts for 
a time. 

The rejection of the Resurrection by the Jewish leaders enables 
us to judge of those who, in our times, reject either the whole or 
a part of the Christian system. There are abundant reasons, of 
a more or less selfish kind, which urge men to oppose religious 
truths, quite independently of the evidence in favor of these truths. 
Men are gained over by the spirit of the world and of Satan, and then 
they look out for arguments to support their predetermined posi- 
tion. They examine the grounds of faith, not with reverence and 
love of the truth, but with the desire of discovering weak points and 
objections. These are not hard to find. From the very nature 
of faith and the obscurity of its superhuman mysteries, there must 
be sufficient of difficulty and incompleteness to supply objections to 
those who seek them. Anything is good enough for that purpose. 
Transparent sophisms, glaring falsehoods, self-contradictory state- 
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ments, or arguments already a thousand times refuted—any rag 
will do to cover their nakedness, and to hide their enmity to truth 
under the decent appearance of sincerity. It is easy for men to 
deceive themselves by such means, easy too to deceive others, easy 
too to gain credit from the charitable for the sincerity of invincible 
ignorance; but God is not to be deceived. The fact remains that 
truth has been sufficienly revealed to them; it has spoken to them, 
though perhaps as Jesus spoke to the Jews, “in parables; that see- 
ing, they may see and not perceive; and hearing, they may hear and 
not understand” (Mark iv, 12). 

V. Revelation must of necessity be incomplete, in this sense, that 
though it be complete enough for God’s purposes in us, it does not 
unfold divine mysteries to us in their entirety. Our capacities are 
very limited. God may say to us, as Our Lord to the apostles: “I 
have yet many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now” 
(John xvi, 12). Our minds can not rise to the height of divine 
mysteries, our speech can not convey them; it is not given to man 
to utter them, as St. Paul says of those things which God showed 
him. Such knowledge would also increase our responsibilities be- 
yond our strength; it would be a source of danger to us, “lest the 
greatness of the revelations should lift us up” (II Cor. xii, 7). Even 
in the case of the great apostle of the Gentiles, the special revela- 
tion of truth necessitated a course of temptations and buffetings 
which he found almost unendurable. Many things made known to 
us were held back from the Jews, as being too advanced for their 
stage of spiritual and general cultivation. Our training is some- 
what more complete, but it is far from being perfect; we can re- 
ceive more than they could, but yet not all the abundance of divine 
truth. 

We would gladly know more than we do. There are mysteries of 
God’s nature and of His Providence toward the world, mysteries in 
human life and in our future lot, which we speculate upon, and 
trv to fathom, but in vain. Man’s appetite for knowledge is in- 
satiable. Yet we can not force an answer to our questionings ; 
those who insist are confounded like the builders of the Tower of 
Babel. We must be content with such partial glimpses of great 
truths as God has given us, and we must accept them also on such 
a kind and such a degree of evidence as He considers suitable. If 
we revolt against the conditions which He has appointed to us, 
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instead of reaching greater light we shall only plunge ourselves 
into hopeless confusion and uncertainty. 

We know little indeed, but yet it is much. It is far more than we 
could possibly attain to by ourselves. It may be a mere outline, a 
mere glimmering of light, but it is an indication of the riches of 
knowledge reserved for us in eternity ; it will be completed when we 
are made capable of it there. It is much also because it suffices 
for all our needs; it is enough to enlighten us about many things 
that are obscure, it is enough to give us a consciousness of perfect 
security, it is enough for the guidance of our lives and for our sal- 
vation. At the same time, it is not enough to satisfy irreverent 
curiosity, or to compel the assent of those who deliberately resist. 

Let us remember the great privilege of those who were se- 
lected by God to see and understand the mystery of the Resurrec- 
tion. We have received a somewhat similar privilege that de- 
mands our deepest gratitude. Like the apostles we have a knowl- 
edge and a firm assurance of truth far beyond what has been granted 
to others. God has revealed Himself to us; Jesus Christ, His only 
Son, has been present with us; not indeed in the same way as in 
the upper room, but with the same efficacy in confirming our faith, 
and drawing our hearts into union with His. 





LENTEN SERMONS. 
THE NECESSITY OF RELIGION. 
A Course or S1x SERMONS. 

BY RIGHT REV. MGR. PAUL STIEGELE. 
IV. Curist tHE Son oF MAN. 


“Jesus asked them, saying: What think you of Christ? whose son is he? 
They say to him: David’s.”—Matt. XXii, 41. 


SYNOPSIS.—The greatest interest of life is to know Christ. Christ though 
true God 1s also true man. How different from other men. Testimony of 
Psalm xliv. The greatness of Jesus in (1) body, and (2) soul. In body 
His birth, His ancestors, His mother, His bearing, His eloquence. In 
soul, His intelligence, wisdom, virtues, utter sinlessness, humility, com- 
passion, poverty, friendship, fidelity to —, ts grace (gifts of Holy 
Ghost). Christ as powerful to-day as of old. His love peut in this 
incarnation. He yearns for our love in return. We must choose between 
Him and His enemies. He came to be our model. Follow Him. He is 
light.. He is life. 


When we have seen something really beautiful, we like to turn 
back to gaze upon it again. We love to behold again and again a 
magnificent picture, a masterpiece; a peaceful landscape invites the 
eye to repose in it. And so it is with the exalted object of our last 
sermon, the most sacred person of Jesus Christ. Christ com- 
prehends within Himself all that is exalted and sublime. To grow 
in the knowledge of Jesus Christ (Comp. 2 Pet. iii, 18) is the 
greatest interest of life; in comparison with this, everything else ap- 
peared to the apostle St. Paul “as loss, and as dung” (Philipp. iii, 8). 

You remember, dear brethren, that we contemplated in the last 
sermon the one aspect of Jesus Christ which is boundless as an 
ocean, without bottom and shore—His divinity. 

To-day we shall speak of the sacred humanity of Christ. The hu- 
manity of Christ is indissolubly united with the divinity. This 
does not prevent Jesus Christ from being true man. He calls 
Himself frequently the Son of Man (Matt. xii, 32; xvi. 18; Mark 
viii, 31, etc.). It seems to be especially pleasing to Him to call 
Himself a child of man, as we are. It is just this that draws us to 
Him. Man feels most strongly attracted toward his equal; the 
joy of mankind is in man. How strange it is to consider that 
God Himself is man, in the person of Christ! Should we not have a’ 
holy curiosity to study this most wonderful of all the children of 
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Adam; to hearken to the conversation of this divine man; to see His 
actions, to listen to His words? The more we come to know of other 
men, the more their weaknesses and failings are revealed to us. 
With Jesus Christ we are spared this pain. On the contrary, the 
closer we observe Him, the more radiant His wisdom and virtue 
will appear; He is that which is not found outside of Him upon 
this earth, a perfect man. Let us then set about the delightful task 
of unveiling the picture of the sacred humanity of Jesus, and for 
one short hour gaze upon its features, which Holy Scripture 
says are the most beautiful among the children of men (Ps. xliv, 
3). After that let us take this picture home with us, in our hearts, in 
order that there, amidst our toil and occupations, but especially in 
hours of leisure, it may impress its likeness upon us, and shine lov- 
ingly into our hearts! 
The subject of this sermon therefore is: 


CHRIST, THE SON OF MAN. 


In past ages, long before Jesus Christ appeared upon earth, one 
of the holy men of the Old Testament gazed in spirit into the distant 
future, enraptured in advance by the Son of Man. He fell into 
an ecstacy; his heart overflowed with that which he had seen, and 
his tongue became, as he himself said, like the “pen of a scrivener 
that writeth swiftly.” And a spontaneous, magnificent hymn about 
the future Son of Man flowed from his lips—the Forty-fourth 
Psalm. “Thou art beautiful above the sons of men; grace 
is poured abroad in thy lips” (verse 3). “Gird thy sword upon thy 
thigh, O thou most mighty, with thy comeliness and thy beauty set 
out, proceed prosperously, and reign’’ (verse 4). 

Dear brethren, two thousand years and more have elapsed since 
then, but those words still resound in the Church of God, and 
now, too, the heart is agitated and the lips overflow when there 
is a question of depicting the glory of Christ the Son of Man. Let 
us contemplate this greatness and glory of the Son of Man, in 
body and soul. 

Let us glance, first of all, at the nobility of His birth. Of a truth 
He was born of the most noble house, of the first family in the 
world. St. Matthew, in, “The book of the generation of Jesus 
Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham,” gives the long 
list of ancestors of Jesus Christ, according to the flesh. His 
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earthly ancestral register is there unrolled; His glorious pedi- 
gree; numerous renowned and illustrious names, back to Abraham 
and then to Adam, are found in the register. Oh, how deeply, dear 
brethren, Christ the Son of Man has taken root in our race, and in 
the noblest soil! No earthly prince had such a line of ancestors, of 
kings, of patriarchs, and prophets, as Jesus Christ. And none had 
so noble a mother as the Son of Man. “Born of the Virgin Mary,” 
so we say in the Apostles’ Creed. Mary, the royal virgin, in whose 
ear sounded the angel’s greeting; pure, pious, sweet, the pearl 
among women of the earth—she is called by Him mother; she is 
the rod that bore this flower (Isaias xi, 1). Verily He is the fruit 
of a most noble tree. Observe this body, formed by the Holy Ghost 
from the blood of the Virgin of Virgins—it is the most perfect body. 
It has a.most exalted and marvelous beauty. Oh! gaze upon Mary’s 
Son, upon that sublime countenance; look into those eyes full of 
clemency and radiance! Truly beautiful above the sons of men! 

Look at his bearing, how noble and full of majesty, whether 
He rests or moves about! Does He not stand there among the 
multitude like a son of royal birth? When He walks with His 
disciples, and when He stoops to the little children, and again when 
He blesses, when He prays—what nobility in every movement, as 
becomes the Son of God! And listen to Him when He opens His 
lips—what graciousness in His discourse! The gift of eloquence, 
that wondrous mysterious gift, Jesus had beyond measure. His 
words, full of inexplicable charm, pierced the very soul; there was 
a latent fire within Him that inflamed all hearts, a power that laid 
everything low, and again a tenderness that propitiated all. None 
knew as He did, how to touch the strings of the human heart, and 
each touch was a master stroke. Men forgot the pleasures of eating 
and drinking and followed Him even into the wilderness, to hear 
Him (John vi, 2). How the multitude hung upon His voice motion- 
less, and cried out, beside themselves: “Never did man speak like 
this man” (John vii, 46). 

Yet do not let me speak only of the corporal beauty of Jesus, let us 
contemplate also that still greater masterpiece of God, the soul of 
Jesus Christ. Never has there been a soul so perfect, so noble, so 
highly gifted in every respect, as the soul of Jesus Christ. How 
often, in perusing the holy gospels, do we have to admire the 
glorious intelligence of Christ, with its penetrating strength and 
keenness! How many times did His enemies seek to entrap Him 
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with artful questions, and with what wisdom He always avoided the 
snare, leaving His tempters ashamed and confused! How profound 
is His feeling, how noble and great His Heart! There bloomed in 
this Heart, as in a garden of paradise of the Holy Spirit, the most 
glorious virtues, and exhaled their fragrance before God and men. 
You know, dear brethren, the consummate purity and spotlessness of 
His nature. You know, indeed, how He could confidently put the 
question to His relentless opponents: “Which of you shall convince 
me of sin?” (John viii, 46). What humility in Him! No vain- 
glorious boasting; He even forbade those who followed Him from 
making known His miracles; no desire for earthly honors, no striv- 
ing for popularity ; He fled when they would make Him king. No de- 
sire for earthly possessions! He was born in poverty, He went 
through life a poor man, He died poor. He was long-suffering. Sur- 
rounded by enemies, overwhelmed with threats and derision, that 
Heart still preserved a heavenly calm. He called not fire from heaven 
upon His enemies, like Elias ; He had only a meek reply to the gross- 
est insults. Gentle indulgence and compassion were marked traits of 
His character. Compassion drove Him from His Father’s throne, 
where He knew nothing of misery, into this vale of tears. Wherever 
there was want, where there were afflicted hearts, there was He to help 
and to console. “Weep not,” He said to one (Luke vii, 13) ; “take 
courage,” He said to another (Matt. ix, 22); “fear ye not,” He 
said to His disciples (Mark vi, 50). He despised no one, He asso- 
ciated with all, even with the lepers, the most forsaken of all. His 
whole Heart belonged to the poor, the despised, the rejected. He was 
to be found wherever men rejoiced, wherever men mourned; at ban- 
quets, at weddings, at the bed of sickness, at the couch of death. 
He stood beside the grave, and His friendship disdained not tears 
(John xi, 35). Gentle and good was He, and withal as strong, and 
brave, and austere, when necessary, inflexible toward injustice. 
He did not swerve one hair’s breadth from His principles, He sacri- 
ficed everything, and did not hesitate in the prime of life to shed 
His blood for the sacred cause which brought Him into this world. 
There was nothing at all defective in this man, every good quality 
was blended and united. Childlike simplicity with marvelous pru- 
dence; the most perfect humility with the most exalted dignity; 
glowing zeal with celestial repose; compassion with the sublime 
gravity of holy righteousness! How the strength of the man 
ig united in Him with the gentleness of the woman and the devo- 
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tion of the mother—in a word, there was a wonderful symmetry in 
this man, an incomparable moral beauty! Everything about Him is 
so simple and yet so ravishing, so overpowering. And still I have 
not yet spoken of His wonderful supernatural gifts of grace, of the 
seven gifts of the Holy Ghost which shine in Him so powerfully, of 
the fulness of His learning and His knowledge. Truly, “he is 
beautiful above all the sons of men.” St. Augustine says of Him 
(Ps. xliv, 1; Migne xxxvi, 495) ; “beautiful upon earth ; beautiful in 
the womb of the Virgin; beautiful in His parents’ hands; beautiful 
in His miracles, beautiful in His scourging, beautiful in His death, 
beautiful upon the Cross ; beautiful in the grave, beautiful in heaven.” 
It is nearly two thousand years since He left this earth; how the 
power of another name would have passed away long before this 
time! The name of Christ is as powerful to-day as of old; the per- 
sonality of Christ to this day fills the whole world; to-day Jesus cap- 
tivates countless hearts, and binds them to Himself in unutterable 
love. 

You likewise, dear Christian, whoever you may be, He would 
draw to Himself, He would be loved by you. Who could refuse 
to love Him? Dear Christian, if a king were to come from a far 
country, if he were to forsake his throne, his country, everything, 
and expose himself to thirst, hunger, heat, cold, to numberless 
perils, merely to gain your love; if he were to promise you a 
stupendous reward in return for your love, would you refuse 
him your affection? Well, then, dear Christians, the God of 
glory, the Lord of Majesty, the invisible King of Kings has come in 
the form of man; He might have come otherwise; He might have 
clothed Himself with the sun and the light, as a garment (Ps. ciii, 2). 
But He wished to clothe Himself with our flesh, put on our human 
livery, as it were, in order to be loved more intimately by us. He 
employs all means, and unfolds His rapturous beauty before thee, 
O soul, so as to win thy love. He sues for your love as a sweet 
infant in the crib, holding out His arms to you. He would be all 
things to you: Redeemer, Teacher, Friend, Spouse, so as to draw 
your heart towards Him, so as to lift you up to Himself. He 
yearns for you in blood-stained garments (Isaias Ixiii, 1), in the 
Garden of Olives; He longs for you at the pillar of scourging. He 
sues with the crown of thorns upon His head; He seeks you from 
the Cross, with wounds, and scarlet drops of blood! Would it not 
be incomprehensible, dear brethren, if any one of us should shut the 
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door of his heart to this love descended from heaven? Would it 
not be the most unpardonable crime on our part? So the apostle 
cries out: “If any man love not Our Lord Jesus Christ, let him be 
anathema” (I Cor. xvi, 22). To be anathema means to be ex- 
cluded from all peace, from every happiness, shut out from the 
paternal home above, from the land of the living (Ps. li, 7), from the 
wedding festivities of the eternal mansion. Dear Christians, who 
would call down upon himself this anathema of the apostle! Do not 
refuse! Give Him what He asks, your heart, your whole heart. Do 
Him this favor! And how easy it is! Every one can not do austere 
penance, or fast, or give alms, but everyone can love Jesus, the 
feeble as well as the sick and the poor. We can still love Him in 
dying, when the eyes are getting dim, and the heart is ceasing to 
beat. Know, too, that He is a jealous lover of your heart, and will 
not share it with another, least of all with Satan, and with the 
world. Had you to choose between Christ the Lord and His enemy 
Satan and the world, would you choose Jesus or Barabbas? Christ 
the king, with His celestial affection, or an unworthy, perishable 
creature? Would you repulse the most beautiful, the Son of Man, 
and admit sin, that most hideous of all things? No! Whoso loves 
Christ, knows what to do. He knows that Christ is the Deliverer, 
the Redeemer, and that sin is a tyrant, an author of evil. Once 
again, therefore, go to Him, love Him, please Him, He will receive 
you with open arms! 

Yet there is something else to be done, something intimately con- 
nected with His love, He Himself bids us: “Follow me” (Matt. viii, 
22), and “He that followeth me walketh not in darkness, but shall 
have the light of life’ (John viii, 12). The Lord invites all of you, 
great and little, to follow Him. For this reason, too, He became 
the Son of Man, to give us an example, that we might do as He did 
(John xiii, 15). Everyone can imitate Him. To none is Jesus Christ 
above understanding. He is near to us all, humanly near. 
Closest of all to Him are the pure of heart, they feel themselves in- 
timately related to Him. But a heart that has erred, and walked 
the stony path of unrighteousness (Wis. v, 6), can retrace its steps, 
and become like Him again. The hearts that are childlike and humble 
may follow Him, as He Himself was childlike and unaffected ; 
hearts oppressed can follow Him, for none have ever experienced 
sorrows like unto His; kings may take Him as their model, for 
He was a king; servants may look to Him, for He was the servant 
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of all; priests may imitate Him, for He was a priest; children, too, 
for He was a child; men and women, old and young, may imitate 
Him, for He is a model for all, be it in obedience, in the labor of 
His hidden life at Nazareth, in the fulfilment of duties in His public 
life, or in the steadfastness and unselfish love in His passion and death. 
St. Bonaventura calls the Saviour a book written all through with vir- 
tues and perfections. Read this book, then! The saints had this book 
always with them, and learned it by heart. You, too, should read this 
book. Let each one read the part that applies specially to him. 
Ponder on the precepts of chastity, obedience, humility, meekness ! 
Oh, how wise the perusal of this book renders mankind! The fol- 
lowing of Christ bestows more wisdom than all the philosophers of 
this world did ever possess. The Saviour is a book for all. He is 
also the way for all. He so designates Himself in the Gospel, with 
these simple, beautiful, and profound words: “I am the way” (John 
xiv, 6). Follow this path, it leads to God and to eternal life. 





V. CuHrRISsT IN THE CHURCH. 


“T believe in one Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church.”—Credo of the Mass. 


SYNOPSIS.—Christ gave us His bride, the Church, as His spouse and as 
our mother. His gift to her: (1) Unity. (2) Sanctity. (3) Catholicity. 
(4) Apostolicity. One in doctrine and government. Holy in her Founder, 
her members. Catholic in time and space. Apostolic in the unbroken suc- 
cession of her Pontiffs. What she has done for the world as bride of 
Christ. What she does for us as mother. By her care, her prayers, 
her Sacraments and Sacramentals. Our duty as children toward our 
mother. Fidelity, love, obedience. 


Jesus Christ, true God and true man. This was the text of our 
last sermon. We there prostrated ourselves before Him, with the 
whole of Christendom, and paid Him our adoration. We saw 
that all happiness, all salvation, comes to us from Him. 

Yet, dear brethren, when Christ ascended into heaven He did not 
wish to abandon us to ourselves, He loved us too well for that. 
When, by His Ascension into heaven He finally entered the eternal 
gates (Ps. xxiii, 7), He saw to it that we should not be left with- 
out guidance. Frequently, during His earthly pilgrimage, He had 
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spoken of a great kingdom upon earth that He would establish, and 
with which He would remain. In the beginning like a grain of 
mustard seed, it was to become a great tree, spreading all over the 
earth, under which all nations would dwell (Matt. xiii, 31). This 
kingdom of Christ, this glorious great world-embracing kingdom, 
actually came to us; it is still here, and we all belong to it. This 
kingdom is called the Catholic Church. The prophets of the Old Law 
foretold it frequently and distinctly, and gave a characteristic descrip- 
tion of it. This kingdom was instituted by Jesus Christ before 
He passed to His Father. He desired to dwell and to reign there; it 
was to be His abode, His realm, His royal tent, His throne, and, at 
the same time, a holy sanctuary for all the nations of the earth. And 
thus, dear brethren, we are to consider to-day another glorious 
subject, the kingdom of God upon earth, the holy Catholic Church. 
She the chaste spouse of Christ, she, the great mother of men. Let 
us gaze into her virginal bridal countenance, let us watch her ma- 
ternal heart. We will contemplate the glories of the Catholic Church 
in two points, (1) as the spouse of Christ; (2) as our mother. 

I. The Catholic Church, that vast community of believing Chris- 
tians upon earth, intimately united by the same faith, by the same 
Sacraments, guided by the Pope and the bishops, bears the hon- 
ored name of “Spouse of Christ.” She is so named by the holy 
apostle Paul (Eph. v, 25). Christ is the Bridegroom, the 
Church is the bride, and the union between them is indissoluble, 
eternal, heavenly, wonderful above all things. It is one Bride- 
groom and one bride; only one Church can be the true bride; to her 
He said: “My Church” (Matt. xvi, 18). This Church alone He 
“purchased with His blood” (Acts xx, 28). He bestowed His love 
only upon this one. He will be the head of this Church only, and 
she shall be His body, through which He lets flow His blood, in the 
Sacrament of the Altar, to whom He has given the Holy Ghost as 
soul, breath, and life. To this one alone and to no other has He con- 
fided His truth, and initiated her in His mysteries; to her alone 
transmitted His treasures of grace. Look in particular at the bridal 
gifts presented by Christ to His Church, the four jewels placed upon 
her, so that everyone may recognize her as the true spouse—they 
show her to be: One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic. 

Let us consider firstly the marvelous unity of the Catholic Church. 
It is so difficult to bring even a few persons together in harmony, 
even inmates of the same house; and here we behold millions of Cath- 
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olic Christians thinking exactly alike about the most abstract, most 
sublime things, the things of eternity. They are united in the same 
faith, and this same faith was confessed before them by the thou- 
sands and thousands of Catholics who have since been laid away in 
the grave. This is not the work of men, dear brethren, it is God’s 
work, it is God’s gift to His bride, the Church. Consider, further- 
more the unity in the holy sacrifice and in the Sacraments! This 
morning you assisted at the holy Sacrifice of the Mass. If you could 
transport yourself to the opposite end of the earth, where just at 
this moment it is morning, and would enter there into a Catholic 
Church, you would find there the same sacrifice, the same Christ pres- 
ent in host and chalice; you would hear there the same Kyrie and 
Gloria and Sanctus, for it is one sacrifice from the rising to the set- 
ting of the sun. You would find the same Sacraments administered, 
the same name for the Pope mentioned in every Mass and in the 
universal prayer, for everywhere the Church has the same head. 
Oh, wonderful unity, thou glorious bridal jewel of the true Church 
of Christ. Nowhere else is found such unity in doctrine, Sacra- 
ment, and constitution. 

Now, dear brethren, turn your eyes in the direction of the second 
brilliant jewel in the crown bestowed by the heavenly Bridegroom 
upon His bride; it is sanctity. The Catholic Church is holy. Her 
founder Jesus Christ is holy. Sanctity flows from Him, as from its 
source, over His Church. You bear me witness to this. The doc- 
trine of the Church is holy. Were you to live as directed, you would 
be on the highway to sanctity. And if in the fold of the Church 
there are many weeds, many insubordinate children, it is because 
they do not live in accordance with the Church’s teaching. There 
were indeed many who lived so and became saints. How many 
saints does the Church number? Behold the stars in the sky. Some 
of these stars shine forth especially bright, but behind them in the 
depths of the universe, where we only notice a feeble glimmer of 
light, there are masses of others. And thus it is in the starry firma- 
ment of Christianity: to the front: the saints of the first rank, Mary, 
Joseph, the apostles, and around them a limitless bright gleam of 
saints that no one can count (Apoc. vii, 9), the martyrs of the 
early times, the Fathers of the Church, the holy confessors, bishops, 
priests, emperors, kings and beggars, monks and hermits, mothers 
and maidens—heroes and heroines of virtue, ornaments of man- 
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kind. How thou dost shine, O holy Church, the bride of Christ, 
in the glory of the saints! 

But she is also Catholic, which means universal. This is the third 
gem of her bridal crown. The Church is universal according to time 
—she goes back to Christ, and will go on to the end of the world. 
And when the last day will dawn for mankind, the Catholic Church 
will be found the same as she is to-day. The Catholic Church is 
universal as to space. From the holy city Jerusalem, where she was 
founded, she, like a mammoth vine, has thrown her branches over 
land and sea, and taken root in all climes (Ps. Ixxix, 10, 12). And 
this impetus to extend herself, which she still has, was implanted in 
her by the Lord. Envoys, missionaries, go forth in armies; they 
cross the seas in many ships. On board these ships may be seen 
bishops, priests, nuns, going over the ocean to plant the royal 
standard in heathen countries. Every day, more and more, the 
prophetic words anent the grain of mustard seed are realized. The 
Church spreads herself among all nations, she is Catholic, to her 
alone does this name rightly belong. 

The Church is apostolic. How brightly this fourth jewel shines 
in the crown of the bride of Christ! The Church is apostolic. 
Her teaching is that of the apostles, none other; and Pope and 
bishops, the legitimate successors of the apostles, are the chiefs of 
the Church. From the present Pope back to the first Pope, the prince 
of the apostles, Peter, the succession proceeds uninterruptedly ; all 
the members of this great chain are known, all the names of the 
Popes, and the time of their supremacy. Furthermore, one bishop 
is lawfully consecrated by another, and he was by another, and so 
on, to one who was consecrated by the apostle himself. Every 
bishop, therefore, is a successor of the apostles. No other religions 
reach back so far. The Catholic Church alone is built upon the 
apostolic rock foundation. 

One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic. All this is the Catholic Church, 
and for this reason the Catholic Church alone is the true spouse of 
Christ. She is the bride of the Supreme King. And since the bride 
of a king is herself a queen, the Church of Christ stands as a queen 
among mankind. Once, in the Old Testament, a holy man, enlight- 
ened by the Spirit of God, foresaw her as queen. In the same Forty- 
fourth Psalm, where, a thousand years beforehand, he greeted Christ 
as king, David beholds in spirit, standing upon the king’s right, the 
queen in gilded clothing (verse 10). Who is this mysterous royal 
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bride? It is the Church of Christ—she stands in the place of honor, 
wedded to her heavenly spouse ; and the garment of gold tissue sig- 
nifies the variety of her gifts and virtues. How glorious and ex- 
alted is this royal mantle of the Church! How exalted is her gov- 
ernment, Pope, bishops, priests, the Christian people, like a royal 
battle array, like an army! (Cant. vi, 3). How royally the banner 
of truth waves over her, unblemished by error! How majestic is the 
divine worship of the Church, which she offers to her heavenly 
Bridegroom day after day in the holy sacrifice of the Mass, and the 
Breviary of the clergy! How exclusive the language that she 
uses! It is, as you know, the Latin tongue. The Church takes for 
her highest worship of God, the holy sacrifice of the Mass, not an 
ordinary language, but a language no longer belonging to any 
nation. This language she spreads out like a precious covering, a 
royal veil, over the mysteries of the holy sacrifice. 

Majestic likewise, dear brethren, has been the stride of the 
Church in her passage through the centuries. How grandly 
and surely she marches through time! How much good she has 
done ; how every one of her steps has been accompanied with bene- 
factions for the nations of the earth! And now, after nearly two 
thousand years, the Church still has not become tired and old. King- 
doms and empires have come and gone, but the Bride of Christ is 
living yet, and her step is sprightly and youthful. The Catholic 
Church belongs to the few things that are still really youthful after 
the course of the centuries, in a world where so much has become 
decayed and hoary. Truth shines upon her brow, like the rising sun ; 
the early love for her divine Bridegroom still glows in her heart, and 
her bridal veil remains still undefiled in the storm of the times. 
Millions salute her to-day as “the city set on a mountain” (Matt. v, 
14); they rejoice in her as the only shield of mankind. 

Observe, too, dear brethren what thought this title “Bride of 
Christ” awakens in us, how this title brings before us the sublime 
image of the Church, resplendent with beauty, purity, truth, and 
brightness, how it awakens in our hearts the noblest sentiments of ad- 
miration and love! But, alas! what have men of the present day done 
to thee, thou bride of Christ? They have blasphemed and calumniated 
her. There is from time to time an explosion of hatred toward the 
Catholic Church. And we can not take this hatred amiss. For 
many of her enemies are sadly misinformed. That which is repre- 
sented and proposed to them as the Catholic Church is but an abom- 
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inable caricature, such as every honorable man must detest. They 
know no better. But, dear brethren, we know what the Church is, 
we know her from childhood, have grown up at her knee, and what- 
ever others may do, nothing shall prevent us from regarding the 
Church as she is, as the bride of Christ, and from loving her accord- 
ingly. We will defend her honor, we will stand by her teaching, her 
rights. May the love of our Church be the guiding thought of our 
lives! Life here below does not offer so much that is elevated and en- 
during ; but love of the Church is a love worthy of the name, it is a 
joy, a happiness, and a glory before God. If we love the Church, 
then we love that which God the Father Himself loves, what Christ 
loves; He loves her as His bride; what the angels of heaven love, 
and what every blessed soul loves that walks there above in God’s 
sight. As great as hell’s hatred of the Church, as bitter as the 
world’s enmity against her, so great let our love be, for this spouse 
of Christ upon earth. 

II. When the Church calls herself a mother, she would imply 
that, in a spiritual manner, she bears and trains many children, 
not for this, but for the supernatural life, for religion, for 
heaven. With true mother’s love she would make us really happy 
here below, as far as this is possible, and finally she will care for us 
in our true home, in heaven. This has been her occupation for 
nearly two thousand years. God knows, and the last day will reveal, 
what maternal love and solicitude the Catholic Church has bestowed 
upon the people, and what maternal pangs she has suffered 
through all these times. It is inscribed in a book that shall one day 
be opened, and the world will behold it with awe. 

If, nevertheless, conditions in some countries, where many Cath- 
olics live, are in need of reform, ought we to attribute the fault to the 
Church? Is it to be wondered at, considering the strong inclination 
to evil that exists in the world, with the power of the wicked, with 
the apostasy of so many, with the terrible harm done by secret so- 
cieties? Could not the Church do far more, if she were not hin- 
dered and bettered in many countries, if she were freer? And even 
there, where the Church can not render actual assistance, she en- 
deavors to help through her prayers. Harken to the grand petitions 
of the Church on Good Friday for all mankind; read the encyclicals 
of our holy Father. There, the maternal heart of the Church is seen 
to feel for all peoples, there her motherly arms are stretched open 
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for all. There you will hear her voice, crying out in all the byways, 
seeking her erring children. 

But we will now withdraw our gaze from the world outside, 
where the Church exercises among her people her motherly calling, 
and turn it upon our own relations to the Church, observing how 
we have numerous reasons for calling her mother, and loving her 
as such. 

Let us look backwards to the beginning of our life. We were only 
a few hours old when the Church gathered us in her motherly arms. 
This was in holy Baptism. When we were carried home after Bap- 
tism, we did not cease to be children of the mother at home; but we 
had been made at the same time children of another holy mother, citi- 
zens of another kingdom. We were cleansed, sanctified, arrayed in a 
white garment; the Church caused us to be registered in the Bap- 
tismal register, enrolled as citizens of the kingdom of God. And 
from that moment the Church has never lost sight of us. Our reason 
was hardly awakened to thought when the Church sent one of her 
servants to us, to nourish our young, tender souls with the milk of 
holy teaching and religious instruction (I Cor. iti, 2). The Church 
sent the priest, instructing him: “Take charge of this soul, I bind you 
in your conscience to teach it, ward off evil from it, foster the good.” 
A few years later, as the soul grew older, when the diverging paths 
opened up before it, that of good and of evil, when temptations came 
and dangers increased, then the Church sent another of her servants, 
the bishop, and bade him: Bless this soul, strengthen it with 
the Sacrament of Confirmation, and equip it with the Holy Spirit, 
for combat and victory. And when, nevertheless, you went astray, 
along sinful paths, oh, how often has the Church recalled her 
child in the Sacrament of Penance to the right way, whispered to 
him, in the confessional, words of solicitude and exhortation, words 
full of tender motherly love, and laid a healing hand upon Christ’s 
sheep that had wandered among the brambles of sin. And behold, 
dear Christian, the glorious pasture (Ps. xxii, 2) of the Holy Euchar- 
ist, to which the Church leads us, the wonderful table that she has 
set for us with the Bread of heaven (John vi, 32). How joyfully 
she participates in the contracting of the marriage bond, with what 
affection she bestows her blessing upon the new, difficult way! 
How much the Church has already prayed for you all! Every day 
she has the priests pray for the whole Christian world; how much 
of this dew may not have fallen upon your field, to be re- 
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verted to the blessing of your soul, the good of your household! 
How many times has her holy year passed over us, with its feasts, 
and her Sunday with its invitations to let earthly things rest and to 
think of the things of eternity! How often this holy mother endeav- 
ored to open up our hearts and sow the seeds of eternal life, by 
sermons and pastorals, by instructions and exhortations—everything 
to present her children with staff and prop, fortitude for the jour- 
ney to heaven! How much the Church has fought and striven 
for us, when she struggled for the faith, for Christian schools, for a 
Christian press! And no matter what may happen in the future, 
even if the worst storms break over human society, we can say 
in advance the Church will never forget us; we are and shall re- 
main her children. And when finally the hour comes when the eye 
is breaking, and everything about us seems enveloped in mist and 
darkness, then again you will find a hand near you, the motherly hand 
of the Church, anointing you with the words: “The Lord in His 
mercy pardon thee the sins committed by thy eyes, ears, and other 
senses.” You will see a consecrated hand before you that places upon 
your tongue the precious Viaticum, Our Lord Jesus Christ. You 
will hear the last consoling words and commendations, the last 
prayers, the last motherly blessing; it is that of the Church. And 
finally the Church lays you to rest, with her own hand, in 
the city of the dead, where her other children are slumbering, await- 
ing the resurrection. But your soul, your poor soul, the Church 
remembers it likewise before God, in numerous prayers and 
holy Masses. Even after the tombstone has long sunken in, 
and the inscription is hardly legible, even then there is some one 
who remembers you daily, and especially upon All Souls’ Day; it is 
your mother, the Church. 

Dear brethren, that is motherly love, true, faithful, sacred mother- 
love, to the tomb and beyond! Oh! happy they who may rest them- 
selves all their life long upon that mother’s breast. Who would not 
return this affection with filial love? St. Augustine says that from 
the love we owe our parents we may conclude how much we should 
love the Church. If those who gave us life are so sincerely loved, a 
life which ends in death, with that affection we ought to love those 
who have borne us for life eternal! (Comp. Serm. 344, 2, Migne 
XxXxviii, 112). And one of St. Augustine’s disciples exclaims: “Let us 
all love this mother! Let us be inseparably attached to a mother who 
so loves us, who thinks so much about us, who is so solicitous for us.” 
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Yes, let us adhere to this mother all our life long. There is no 
greater unhappiness than to be estranged from her. “Whoso has not 
the Church for mother can not have God for Father.” These words, 
spoken by St. Cyprian years ago, are as true to-day. Not to have 
the Church for mother, nor God for Father, means unhappiness. 
To apostasize from the Church is to go forth like the prodigal son. 
But “I will live and die a Catholic,” so many say, and yet it sounds 
stiange to hear these same persons say: “My children shall not be 
Catholics. I will go to Confession, to Holy Communion, be buried 
as a Catholic! But my children shall have no Mass, no last Sac- 
raments, no intercession after death!” Is it possible that a Catholic 
can behave so? Yes, it is possible: it is a sad reality, in so many 
mixed marriages. The losses which the Catholic Church suffers 
from this evil are awful. No wonder that the Church takes ex- 
treme measures with such Catholics, excluding and excommuni- 
cating them until they repent. 

Dear brethren, let us be obedient to our holy mother the Church, 
in this matter as in every other, concerning the Commandments and 
precepts of the Church; obedient to the chief shepherd and the 
bishops. Do not try to be wiser than the Church! We are fallible, 
short-sighted, she is inspired by God, the guardian of truth: we are 
weak, and frail, she is built upon a foundation of rock, and has divine 
power in her hand. Obedience to the Church is ordained by God to 
save the soul. Whatever scoffers may say or write in newspapers 
and books about obedience to the Church, let it not concern 
you, weightier than all this is the word of the divine Founder of 
the Church: “He that heareth you heareth me; and he that despiseth 
you despiseth me” (Luke x, 16). Behold how Noe’s Ark floated 
high above the flood of waters, and all that were within it were 
saved! And see the other Noe’s Ark, floating above the deluge 
of heresy and sin; it is the Church of God! How peace- 
ful, how sheltered, are all those that dwell within this Ark! With- 
out, the rain falls in torrents, the abyss yawns, the mountainous 
waves break, darkness prevails, and thousands are tossed about 
without escape; but within, in the Ark of the Church, there all is 
light and bright, there is the light of the Blessed Sacrament, there is 
Christ, there is Mary, there is Peter, the true helmsman. “Thou 
shalt enter into the Ark, thou and thy whole house;” thus spake 
God to Noe before the waters came (Gen. vi, 18). Now, dear 
Christian and Christian parent, I say to you: Go, you and your whole 
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family, into the Ark of the Church, which is safely passing over the 
ocean of time, protected by God and His holy angels! Remain in it, 
in love and fidelity and obedience to the great Commander of the 
Ark; then you and yours will travel well and safely, and disembark 
happily in eternal bliss. Amen. 





VI. Curist IN THE Most BLESSED SACRAMENT OF THE ALTAR. 


“And Jesus said: Take ye and eat: this is my body.’—Matt. xxvi, 26. 


SYNOPSIS.—The Eucharist the great mystery of religion, demanding divine 
wisdom, love, power. Instituted by Our Lord Himself at the Last Sup- 
per. Has endured amidst all changes to the present day. Hidden under 
the veil of the species is Jesus, whole and entire. Humanity and divinity. 
Christ’s reason for remaining with us (1) to be near us; (2) to hear us; 
(3) to help us; (4) to feed us, t. e., to make us all His own. Our duty 
(1) to come to Him; (2) to adore, praise, thank, etc.; (3) to petition for 
ourselves, for others, especially for our own, for the interests of the 
Church militant and suffering. 

Exhortation—To come to our Saviour. 


Many truths have been considered in these Lenten sermons. Great 
things, as Religion, Christ, the Church, have been dwelt upon to get a 
proper idea of their glory and their mysterious beauty. To-day’s 
meditation, the last, will lead us into the inner sanctuary, and present 
to us the greatest mystery of the Christian religion, the most holy Sac- 
rament of the Altar. For Christ desired to remain with us, not merely 
with His truth, His grace, His protection and assistance, but with His 
own divine Person, and this in so wonderful a manner that only su- 
preme wisdom could evolve such a thought, only supreme love could 
find such a way, only supreme power could accomplish it. The Holy 
Eucharist is a wonderful work of God, surpassing all His other great 
works. When the early Church spoke of the Holy Eucharist, it was 
‘with reverent awe and reserve as of a secret, whispered as it were with 
bated breath. Great, indeed, was the reverence of the early Chris- 
tians, great their solicitude not to expose this mystery to the ridicule 
and profanation of the pagan world. In our days, the Church no 
longer keeps this mystery in sacred obscurity; the doctrine of 
the Holy Eucharist, like all other doctrines, stands revealed to all. 
However, dear brethren, in speaking of this Sacrament of Sacra- 
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ments, this holy of holies, this delight of delights, we will not let 
the early Christians surpass us in adoring reverence. 

Christ, in the Holy Eucharist, will, therefore, be the theme of 
this discourse. May Christ the Lord guide us in our meditation! 

In those days of grace, when Jesus Himself walked this earth, 
there grew in some field of the promised land full, ripe ears of wheat, 
and sweet grapes were mellowing on a certain vine. Neither the 
grower nor the harvester knew the special destiny of this wheat and 
wine ; God alone knew. And thus upon a memorable, hallowed eve- 
ning, bread of this wheat, and wine of these grapes were brought into 
the hall where Jesus with His disciples, in the early evening, sat 
down to the Easter banquet. Then this bread and this wine came 
into the omnipotent hands of the Son of God, and Jesus spoke 
over the bread these sacred words: “This is my body,” and over the 
wine, “this is my blood.” Since then, dear brethren, we have 
had the Holy Eucharist. There, in that room of the Last Supper, 
Christ gave it to us, there the first Mass was said, there the first Com- 
munion was received. 

The Holy Eucharist, therefore, is as old as Christendom. When 
the wide world was still pagan, this Sacrament of love was already 
there; when the pagan emperor of Rome ruled the world, when the 
blood of beasts of sacrifice burned upon the altars of idols, there, 
upon the Christian altar—often hidden deep in secret recesses— 
the Holy Eucharist was offered as a sacrifice to God. Then came 
the period of the migration of the nations, but through all that 
stormy period the Holy Eucharist held its place. Then came the 
Middle Ages when the Catholic faith laid hold of the people more 
and more, and there arose churches and cloisters without number, 
like so many mansions wherein the Holy Eucharist was en- 
throned. Later America was discovered, and then the Blessed Sac- 
rament passed over the ocean, and there the Sacred Host set up its 
throne in the new places. Next a great storm swept over the 
Church, the Blessed Sacrament was exiled from many quarters. 
Then we find our adorable Saviour going to new regions and to 
churches in far countries, carried by sainted missionaries, and 
thus the Blessed Sacrament continued its triumphal procession, com- 
pleted its gradual possession of the whole earth. 

But what is really this unpretentious host, that has withstood all 
the changes of time? Dear Christians, as a little cloud often veils the 
great sun, so this little white veil of the host covers a heavenly Sun. 
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For faith teaches us that in the Holy Eucharist is contained, under 
the forms of bread and wine, the true Body and the true Blood of 
Jesus Christ, with His divinity and humanity. The glorified Christ, 
who is in heaven, is likewise in the Holy Eucharist, in a miraculous, 
incomprehensible manner, invisible, under the form of bread and 
wine, but truly present. The whole Christ, therefore, with His body, 
with His soul, with His measureless divinity, is really present. In 
this host, so light that a puff of wind could blow it away, the entire 
omnipotence of God has enclosed itself; in this small, delicate frame 
His immensity has lowered itself, in this mutable form the divine 
eternity dwells. Christ, the most beautiful, the most glorious, is to be 
found entirely under this poor disguise of bread. If you ask how 
this is possible, I reply God is almighty, and nothing is impossible to 
Him (Luke i, 37). I reply the Son of God says that it is “His 
body and His blood,” and God is truth; I reply the Church, from 
the beginning until now, in all places, at all times has firmly believed 
in this Holy Eucharist. 

But what does Christ do in the Holy Eucharist? He is not inactive. 
He once said of Himself (John v, 17): “My Father worketh until 
now; and I work.” He was then on earth. Jesus works in His 
Sacrament uninterruptedly for the glory of God and for our salva- 
tion. He is there in the Sacrament as priest and sacrifice, as a 
clean oblation that is at all times being offered up, from the rising to 
the setting of the sun (Malach. i, 11), in the holy sacrifice of the 
Mass. The sacrifice of the Mass is the same sacrifice as the sacrifice 
of the Cross; the priest who offers himself is Jesus Christ, and the 
sacrifice again Jesus Christ. On the Cross it was a blood sacrifice, 
here it is an unbloody one. For this reason the holy sacrifice of the 
Mass is of the same value as the sacrifice of the Cross; of infinite 
value. This sacrifice is ever being offered up; our earth, as it 
revolves through space, amidst all the other bodies of the universe, is 
a vast temple of sacrifice, whence the sweet odor of sacrifice rises 
unceasingly, in adoration, thanksgiving, atonement, and supplication 
to the most high God. 

Yet not only in the Mass is Christ present there in the Sacrament. 
He is present always in the Sacred Host and there also He is ever 
active. He prays perpetually. What does He do in the long, solitary 
nights? He passes the night in prayer (Luke vi, 12), as He did once 
in His life upon earth. Oh, how many nights of prayer has He not 
passed in His Sacrament in now nearly two thousand years! In those 
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nocturnal hours, when every possible wickedness is rampant, when 
the world goes on dreaming its old dissolute dreams, when hell ceases 
not to blaspheme in its old eternal blasphemy, then night’s sacrifice of 
prayer is wafted from this Sacrament to heaven, and draws down 
blessing and grace. Christ is present in the Sacrament to grant 
mankind a hearing. Admission is freely granted to all, and every 
day is reception day. Dear brethren, how difficult it is to obtain an 
audience with the great ones of this earth! How much trouble it costs 
before permission can be obtained, and how long before our petition 
is heard! Observe, on the contrary, “the tabernacle of God with 
men” (Apoc. xxi, 3), where the King of heaven and earth keeps open 
court for all who would come, and His ear inclined to every petition 
that is humbly brought before Him. How quickly we reach His 
presence! We have only to cross the street, and open the door of 
His palace ourselves; we enter without being announced, without a 
permit, like a child of the house, and we are not troubled about find- 
ing the correct words when we speak to Him. What a coming and 
going of men before the Blessed Sacrament throughout the whole 
world! How much is there discussed before the Sacrament, settled, 
purified, and restored! What great resolutions are made there, what 
sacred vows are registered, what heroic sacrifices undertaken! What 
streams of consolation and tenderness flow forth from the tabernacle 
upon the faithful! What a marvelous intercourse between Christ in 
the Blessed Sacrament, and the souls of His children! 

Again, Christ gives Himself in this Sacrament as food. It must 
have been a beautiful spectacle to witness the rain of manna in the 
desert, as the children of Israel went forth from their tents at early 
dawn to find the ground wet with dew, and gleaming whitely with 
the grains of manna (Exodus xvi, 13). Yet, dear brethren, some- 
thing far more beautiful and miraculous takes place in Christendom. 
Good people may be observed in all countries, at early morning, 
passing through the streets, then vanishing through the Church 
doors! Who are these? What seek they? They, too, are gatherers 
of manna, they are going to receive food, containing in itself all 
sweetness (Wisdom xvi. 20). Thousands gather this Food and 
partake of it, and yet it never fails; every day the bare desert 
ground of this earth is covered anew with this marvelous Food 
that descendeth from heaven (John vi, 50). With the dawn, this 
Manna of the new covenant descends upon the altar at the softly- 
spoken words of the priest, descends mysteriously, like the night 


























410 THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY. 


dew, and nourishes souls for life eternal. You understand, dear 
brethren, that I speak of the Holy Eucharist and of Holy Com- 
munion. Communion means union—union with God so close, so 
unutterably blessed, that no tongue can tell. Communion is the 
goal, the acme of all religion. Communion, the union of men with 
God by partaking of the Holy Eucharist—that is a thought not 
born of this earth, it is a divine thought emanating from heaven, 
and realized by Christ upon earth. 

These, therefore, are the three things done by Christ in the Holy 
Eucharist: He sacrifices Himself, He hears our petitions, and He 
is our food. Yet this Sacrament of the altar is not an object that is 
removed far from us; no, the wonder of wonders is right in our 
midst. Among the houses of the city, the Saviour in the Sacrament 
has His own house, large or small; there He abides, and at this pres- 
ent moment we are with Him in His house, as His invited guests, 
even more, as His children. He listens to every word that is spoken. 
He beholds the thoughts that flash through our minds. How quietly 
He dwells here! A feeble light tells of His presence. In the course 
of centuries what has He not seen from His tabernacle? How much 
suffering has there been brought to Him? How many troubles told? 
How many hearts, that have long ago fallen to dust, once came here 
seeking peace and consolation? To how many bridal couples has He 
given His blessing? How often has He descended to the altar rail 
in the ciborium? And into how many houses has He entered as 
viaticum ? 

Dear brethren, here in His Sacrament Christ wants to draw our 
souls to Himself, and show us His power and His love. As the 
magnet is drawn to its pole, so should our soul be drawn to the 
Holy Eucharist. As the ship in the darkness of night steers for 
the light-house, so should we in life’s night, when the storms are 
raging, turn to the heavenly light-house of the sanctuary. There 
Christ is with His whole being. If you would seek the Heart of 
Jesus, you need not seek far, it is in our midst, in the Holy Euchar- 
ist; there it beats truly for us. It is here, filled with the precious 
glorified blood of Jesus Christ, a heart deserving all adoration, 
worthy of all love. Here is the heart that so loved man, and that 
still glows with the heavenly fire of the love of mankind. Oh! let us 
approach this divine heart in the Holy Eucharist! Go to him, oh 
sinner, for your name, too, is written in that Sacred Heart, and it 
will remain inscribed there as long as you live. How ardently does 
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this Heart desire, in the Holy Eucharist, to draw all men away from 
sin, from every base thought and action! Go to that divine Heart, all 
you who on your way through life have become cold and lukewarm! 
Go to the Heart of Jesus on the altar. A new spring tide of grace 
will descend upon you. Come hither, ye innocent souls! You are 
the favorites of the Sacred Heart, you are like Noe’s dove, that could 
find no resting place for its foot upon this earth (Gen. viii, 8). Re- 
turn to the ark of the Sacred Heart, and remain there. Come like- 
wise, ye struggling, agonizing hearts, for Jesus knows what agony is, 
since that fearful hour at Gethsemane! This Heart is indulgent 
toward weakness, excuses what is excusable and seeks to raise 
up that which lies on the ground. Approach, ye timid souls, who 
are fearful and solicitous about your salvation; for here there beats 
a Heart that wishes to save you, that makes your salvation His 
personal concern. Who would not take courage, and lay down all his 
anxiety before this Heart in the Holy Eucharist, that throbs with 
such celestial peace! Come hither, all sorrowing and bleeding 
hearts—whose number is legion in this vale of tears; for this Heart 
likewise was once crushed and steeped in the flood of suffering, 
more deeply than any other! Now, however, this Heart enjoys bliss 
and happiness, and burns with the desire to impart to us the joys 
of its glory. 

Dear brethren, who would not gladly kneel down before the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus in the Holy Eucharist, and supplicate this 
Heart for salvation, happiness, and eternal peace? Who would not 
gladly attend holy Mass frequently, you who have the opportunity of 
hearing so many Masses, where the Sacred Heart offers itself in 
adoration, thanksgiving, atonement, and petition! Who would not 
frequently and gladly, in Holy Communion, receive this divine Heart, 
in order, that close to our own sinful, imperfect, perishable heart, 
another Heart might throb within us, a perfect, imperishable one, the 
Heart of Jesus! Thanks be to God, the number of communicants 
increases in our midst. May a thorough, good, paschal Communion 
unite us all to the glorified Heart of Jesus in the Holy Eucharist! 

But not alone for ourselves, for others, too, the divine Heart will 
hear and grant our petitions and wishes. Have we, then, no one for 
whom we ought to pray? No one at home, in our family, old or 
young, who particularly needs prayer? Is there no child of care, no 
sorrow, no perplexed family matter? Where, indeed, can we lay 
down our petition better than before the wisest, most faithful and 
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prudent friend of the family, before the sweet Heart of Jesus in the 
Sacrament of love? 

And when we pray for the Church of God upon earth, for 
the Holy Father, the bishops, priests, and religious, to whom 
could we better commend them than to the Heart of Jesus, from 
whose side the entire Church proceeded? And if we would pray, like 
St. Paul the apostle (I Tim. ii, 2), for kings and for all in high 
station, for the welfare of the country, for piety and chastity, and 
the good of people and country, to whom should we go but to the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus in the tabernacle, beating so lovingly for 
mankind? 

And there is that other abode of souls dear to Catholic Christians. 
It is a quiet realm, full of pathos and sadness. I mean purgatory. 
How many hands are stretched toward us imploringly? How many 
an eye, that in life gazed upon us lovingly and faithfully, is now 
turned toward us seeking help? From the great number of 
graves, whether newly made or long sunken in, there falls upon our 
ears, as it were, an urgent, beseeching cry for help. 

Dear Christian, kneel down before the divine Heart of Jesus, and 
commend to Him directly all the poor souls! For these souls also 
are embraced by the divine Heart: it is full of sympathy and desires 
to quench the purifying flames. How this Heart would draw the poor 
souls forth, for its own glory and majesty! How it would illumine 
them with the eternal light, in which it glows itself, and give them 
the eternal repose in which it reposes! But the divine Heart awaits 
us, awaits our prayers. Help them and Christ Himself will reward 
you. 

We have come to the end, my friends. We have passed through 
a long course. We have seen that we need religion, but we per- 
ceived also that there is no religon without Christ. For this reason 
Christ has been shown in our sermons as true God, as true man, in 
the Church, and in the Holy Eucharist, as the foundation and cor- 
ner-stone of all religion. And finally we came to the holy of holies of 
religion, the Divine Heart of Jesus. Let us remain there, we will go 
no farther. In the Heart of Jesus are contained and embraced all 
things that religion has, all things divine and human, everything 
exalted and touching in religion. In this Heart are tasted, as at their 
source, the greatness and sweetness of religion. 

May the waters of life that flow from the side of Christ be unto 
us cleansing and refreshing in the path of life (Jerem. vi, 16)! 
Amen. 
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RETREAT FOR CHILDREN PREPARING FOR 
CONFIRMATION. 


BY THE REV. P. A. HALPIN. 


II. THe Graces Bestowep IN THis SACRAMENT. 


You are endeavoring to get a clear notion of the Sacrament of 
Confirmation, in order to understand its importance as well as the 
necessity of being so well fitted for its reception, that there will be 
no hindrance to the Holy Spirit’s entering and taking complete pos- 
session of your souls. You saw in the last instruction that the 
holy chrism signifies many of the effects of Confirmation, its ‘strength- 
ening power as well as the perfume of the many virtues which it pro- 
duces, or sows the seeds of in the soul. It is a sign of other re- 
sults. It brings to our mind, this oil and this balsam, the fulness of 
divine grace “which flows from Christ, the head, through the Holy 
Ghost, like the precious ointment on the head of Aaron, whom God 
anointed with the oil of gladness above his fellows.” Some say 
that balsam preserves whatever it embalms, and thus is a sign of the 
preservation of the soul from sin and its corruption. 

There is no doubt that Confirmation is an exterior sign, and in 
this much preserves the first essential of every Sacrament. We 
can not say of this Sacrament, as we can of the Eucharist, just at 
what time it was instituted, but that Christ did institute it is beyond 
all doubt. It was given as a Sacrament in the time of the apostles. 
“When the apostles, who were in Jerusalem, had heard that Samaria 
had received the word of God, they sent unto them Peter and John, 
who when they were come, prayed for them that they might re- 
ceive the Holy Ghost. For He was not yet come upon any of them, 
but they were only baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. Then 
they laid their hands upon them and they received the Holy Ghost” 
(Acts viii, 14). 

This shows that Baptism was not enough to make one a perfect 
follower of Christ, but that the imposition of hands was also re- 
quired by the apostles in order to finish what was begun in Baptism. 
Besides, the apostles themselves were confirmed, when the Holy Ghost 
came down upon them on Pentecost Sunday in the form of tongues 
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of fire, and sat on the head of each. Here we find what may be 
considered as another sensible or outward sign—that is the imposition 
of hands. Christ by the imposition of His hands healed diseases. 
The fathers of the Church tell us that when Christ imposed or laid 
His hands upon little children He gave His apostles a figure of 
christian Confirmation. We find also that since the very beginning, 
Confirmation was deemed a Sacrament, so that, though nowhere in 
Scripture is there mention of the time the Sacrament was instituted, 
we can not for a moment doubt that it was given to the Church by 
Our Lord, just as He left to His Church the other Sacraments which 
our holy faith professes to have been given for the salvation of 
mankind. 

Confirmation then is a Sacrament on these two counts. It is an 
outward sign and Christ is its author. 

Does it convey grace? This is the last question to be answered 
to determine that Confirmation is really a Sacrament. The reply is 
easy. In this Sacrament the Holy Ghost is received, the Holy Spirit 
of God, who is the fountain of grace and the sanctifier of souls. One 
might say that this Sacrament contains within itself all grace, since 
all grace comes from Christ through the Holy Spirit. Who says 
Holy Ghost, says holiness, and what holiness can there be with- 
out grace? 

So you have arrived at the conclusion that Confirmation has 
everything necessary for a Sacrament, and you are ready to make 
an act of faith, on the authority of the Church and of Scripture, that 
it is a Sacrament, one of the seven of the new dispensation or of 
the New Law. 

The doctrine of our holy faith in this matter is summed up in 
these words of St. Clement, a father of the primitive Church: “All 
should hasten,” he says, “without delay to be born again of God, and 
then to be sealed by the bishop, that is, to receive the sevenfold gift 
of the Holy Ghost ; for as we have learned from St. Peter, and as the 
other apostles taught in obedience to the command of Our Lord, he 
who through contempt and not from necessity, but voluntarily neg- 
lects to receive this Sacrament can not possibly become a perfect 
Christian.” 

You see how early the importance of Confirmation was impressed 
upon the minds of the faithful. All the grace of this Sacrament 
finds expression in the words “perfect Christian.” You are not ex- 
pected to remain always children in the faith. The Church sees to it 
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that in your very young days the Holy Spirit fashions you into manly 
Christians. The fight for heaven begins with the dawn of your 
reason, and as soon as you are ripe enough, when you have reached 
say the age of twelve, in fact as soon as you are admitted to Holy 
Communion, your holy Religion sees to it, that by another Sacrament 
you are strengthened, and arms are placed in your possession. This 
strength and these weapons, weapons made for attack as well as de- 
fense, are manufactured in heaven and are put in your hands by the 
Divine Spirit. Your soul is in danger from the moment you are able to 
reason, and the sooner you are equipped for the great battle in which, 
your whole life long, you must stand up and combat for your salva- 
tion, the more courageous will your fighting be. The goodness of 
your religion is manifest in this, that not only are you taught how to 
fight, but everything is given you to make that fight a series of 
victories, which end in your being crowned forever among the angels 
and the saints. 

Dangers will always beset you. You will soon discover, if you 
heed, that you are never far away from the edge of the precipice. In 
fact the dangers grow as you grow, for temptations become more 
violent and more numerous. Your Church does not forget her chil- 
dren. Confirmation will support your trembling steps. It affords 
you all the needed help. It gives you the courage to confess God, 
and whosoever confesses Him will necessarily practise virtue under 
all circumstances. For what is sin but the denial in some or other 
way of the Creator? It is rebellion against heaven. Now no perfect 
Christian denies the Creator, and no genuine soldier ever commits 
treason, and all rebellion is treason. 

You must notice, dear children, that every idea which comes, as 
you consider the blessings of Confirmation, but shows how you 
can never sufficiently appreciate it, and that these days of silence and 
thought and prayer are not lost time, since they are spent in prepar- 
ing for an event which means so much for you, not only in this, but 
in the next world as well. You have had put before you the signs 
with some notion of what is signified, some notion of the things of 
which they are the signs. You have reflected on the necessity of 
Confirmation. You have been told why it is called Confirmation, 
that it was instituted by Christ, that it can be received once only, that 
while in some respects it bears a resemblance to Baptism, it is a 
totally different Sacrament, and given to the Church for another 
purpose altogether. It is not so necessary for salvation as is Bap- 
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tism, but yet it might be said that in many cases Baptism without it 
would be of little avail. 

It will be just as well to point out here that, as in Baptism, a 
sponsor, that is a god-parent, is required. Generally speaking, some 
one man is taken to be the godfather of all the boys and some one 
woman is selected to be the godmother of all the girls. These spon- 
sors take upon themselves, in a measure, the same obligations toward 
those who are confirmed as is the case in Baptism. 

Nor must it be forgotten that each boy and each girl receives a 
name in Confirmation, just as in Baptism. The name is always that 
of some Christian who has under the guidance of the Holy Ghost 
fought the good fight, and fought so valiantly as to be numbered 
among the saints whom it delights the Church to honor. The name 
you take ought to be very dear to you. It should animate you often 
to reflect upon the one who bears it now in heaven, to fly to that saint 
for protection, and to ask the grace that, as you are struggling 
under his patronage here, you may one day be a partner of his hap- 
piness in eternity. 

The bounty of the Holy Spirit shines very ee in Confirma- 
tion. Not only He gives Himself, and in giving Himself deluges 
you with grace, but He places Himself at the disposal of all. It is not 
thus with all the Sacraments. Holy Orders, for example, can not be 
conferred upon all. Many are excepted and prevented and disquali- 
fied, but Confirmation is a world open to every one who is able to 
grasp its significance, and is willing to enter it. The liberality of 
the Holy Spirit in this Sacrament is almost equal to the generosity ot 
Our Lord in the Blessed Eucharist, and you know now how bound- 
less that generosity is. Christ holds back nothing from you in 
Communion. He gives Himself entirely. The Holy Spirit gives you 
all it is in His power to give, and only keeps back those spiritual 
favors which are destined for those who are called, as bishops and 
priests, to His special service. 

Everything about this more than excellent Sacrament strikes one 
with an idea of his own unworthiness. In fact, like all the sacred 
mysteries of the Church, the more one thinks, the more one is awed 
to learn that he is allowed to approach it. Yet so it is. Not only 
are you admitted to partake of it, you are actually commanded to 
do so. If there is any explanation of this, it lies in the fact that God, 
while He loves us, knows even better than we do, how frail we are 
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and how requisite His assistance is, and in spite of our ingratitude 
comes to our rescue in so many marvelous ways. 

How wisely and how beautiful the Sacraments succeed each other ! 
In the first of the Sacraments you are made children of God, you are 
re-born into His kingdom. When the real fight of life begins, you 
are armed, in Confirmation, from head to foot, armed to meet all the 
attacks of the devil and to repel them. If you are wounded in the 
struggle you have Penance, a Sacrament which, by the remission of 
sins, heals all wounds and removes all the scars of the soul. Lest 
you grow faint as the road becomes more and more difficult, and your 
enemies wax fiercer and fiercer, there is ready for you at almost 
any moment that splendid banquet at which you can restore your 
famished souls with divine food, with manna from heaven, in the 
adorable Eucharist. Then comes Holy Orders, a Sacrament which 
furnishes the Church with its ministers, its priests, and its bishops. 
Matrimony blesses husbands and wives, fathers and mothers, and 
enables them to love each other and to bring up their children in the 
affectionate fear of God. Lastly succeeds Extreme Unction, which 
brings divine aid to the dying man, and administers consolation and 
strength in that moment when the world and all its vanities are to 
be left forever, and he is to appear to give an account of every 
instant of his existence to his Creator. 

Can you think of anything that God could have done for us which 
He has not done? God is present in all His Sacraments, and there 
is not a moment of our life in which we do not find Him ready to 
help us in any need or danger which may be ours. He is with us 
always, you have already met Him and how often! You met Him 
in Baptism, in Penance, and in the Holy Eucharist. You may have 
neglected Him, but has He ever forsaken you? Do you think for one 
single second that He will ever abandon you, that you will look 
for Him and be unable to find Him? Now you are to receive 
Him and to meet Him in a new way. It will be the same God, 
but not the same divine Person. In two short days the Third Per- 
son of the Blessed Trinity will greet you, and enrich you with His 
favors. Let your prayers be: Come, Holy Ghost—come and fill us 
with that grace without which we are and we can do nothing. 


























PASTORAL PART. 


ANALECTA. 


NEW DECREES AND DECISIONS OF THE HOLY FATHER 
AND THE ROMAN CONGREGATIONS. 


I. Ex Actis Pi X. 
1. Letter of Thanks to ihe Bishops of the United States. 

The Holy Father has addressed to His Eminence Car- 
dinal Gibbons, and the Archbishops and Bishops of the 
United States, a letter of thanks to them, and to their clergy 
and people, for their generosity and devotion in providing 
suitable accommodations for the Apostolic Delegation at 
Washington. (November 9, 1906.) 

2. Commendation for Father Wernz, S. J. 

Although it is rather stale considered as an item of news, 
there is a certain freshness of interest in a document issued 
over a year ago, but only now presented by the official 
journals, in which the Holy Father expresses his high com- 
mendation of the works on Canon Law published by Father 
Francis Xavier Wernz, then rector of the Gregorian Uni- 
versity, but now Master-General of the Society of Jesus. 
(June 26, 1905.) 

II. From the Congregation of Indulgences. 
Annual Acts of Consecration to the Sacred Heart. 

On May 25, 1899, Leo XIII dedicated the human race to 
the Sacred Heart. Now, in accordance with petitions made 
to him, our Holy Father, Pius X, decrees that on the feast 
of the Sacred Heart, in all parish churches, and in all 
others in which the feast is kept, there shall be recited before 
the Blessed Sacrament exposed for adoration the formula 
of consecration proposed by Leo XIII, and the Litany of 
the Sacred Heart. Indulgences: seven years, etc.; and, 
on the usual conditions, plenary. (August 22, 1906.) 

III. From the Secretariate of State. 
Missions in the Congo Free State. 

A compact has been entered into by the Apostolic Dele- 

gate at Brussels and the representative of King Leopold to 
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further the mutual co-operation of the Church and State 
as factors of civilization in the Congo Free State. The 
missionaries are to conduct a school, mainly for trades and 
agriculture, at every station, the schools to be subject to 
inspection by the government authorities. The priests are 
also expected to do work of a scientific character, linguistic, 
geographical, etc., according to their ability. In return the 
government sets aside, for the use and support of each 
mission, a section of the public land, to be held in perpetuity, 
but solely for the benefit of the mission. 





CASUS CONSCIENTIAE. 


IMPEDIMENT OF SPIRITUAL RELATIONSHIP. 


“T have secured a dispensation from the banns for a marriage case, 
the reason being ad concubinatum finiendum et ad prolem legitiman- 
dam. Now I find that the woman in the case gave private Baptism 
to one of the children, who was at the point of death. Do I have 
to get a dispensation super impedimento cognationis spiritualis? 
Furthermore, is it of obligation to have witnesses at this marriage? 
The contracting parties have lived together nearly twenty years. 
Would one witness suffice, or may not the priest act as a witness? 

“Thirdly, the man has asthma and, I believe, rheumatism or 
dropsy ; he can not, or at least only with great difficulty, get to the 
church. The statutes of the diocese forbid marriage in the house 
without permission. The man is not confined to his bed. Must I get 
permission to marry them in the house?” 

Answer. The first question proposed above is one of spiritual re- 
lationship arising from the administration of private Baptism. Bap- 
tism, being a regeneration or new birth, begets relationship, in the 
spiritual order, in the same way that generation in the order of 
nature begets blood relationship. The Church has made this spir- 
itual relationship a diriment impediment to marriage. As nature 
abhors marriages between close blood relations, so does grace abom- 
inate marriages between the spiritually related. Such marriages 
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are looked upon by the Church as forbidden by the Christian sense 
of decency, of filial piety and mutual respect engendered by the 
grace of God. In the interests of religion, therefore, the Church 
forbids such marriages. 

According to the Council of Trent (ss. 24), marriage is void 
between the following persons, spiritually related by Baptism: 1. Be- 
tween the minister and the baptized; 2. Between the minister and 
the parents of the baptized; 3. Between the godparents and the 
baptised; 4. Between the godparents and the parents of the bap- 
tized. 

To contract this impediment, the Baptism must be validly even 
though illicitly administered. A priest who merely supplies the 
solemn ceremonies of Baptism, but who does not actually baptize, 
does not contract any spiritual relationship, because no spiritual re- 
generation has taken place. Again, this impediment is by its very 
nature reciprocal; it can not, therefore, be contracted by one person, 
unless it is contracted at the same time by the others, and since it is 
juris ecclesiastici, and does not affect the unbaptized, therefore if 
a baptized person administer Baptism to the child of unbaptized 
parents, he does not thereby contract spiritual relationship with 
the parents. This opinion is supported by Lacroix, Bonacina, Ledes- 
ma, Sanchez, and others against equally grave theologians. 

In like manner, if a baptized mother baptized her own child by an 
unbaptized man, she would not thereby contract any spiritual rela- 
tionship with him, and might be married to him later on, without 
the need of any dispensation super tmpedimento cognationts spirit- 
ualis. Again, if a Catholic man marries a convert who is baptized 
sub conditione on joining the Church, and for whom the Catholic 
man acts as sponsor, a dispensation is needed, because the presump- 
tion is against the validity of the non-Catholic Baptism, the probable 
validity of which could hardly be established. 

We come now to the question whether spiritual relationship arises 
from private Baptism administered in danger of death. As regards 
the minister of the Sacrament, all are agreed that he contracts 
spiritual relationship both with the person baptized and with his or 
her parents, whether it be a case of necessity or not. A valid Bap- 
tism, whether solemn or private, is a new birth, and as such creates 
spiritual relationship. 

Godparents are not required for private Baptism, hence there 
seems to be*’some doubt whether they contract spiritual relation- 
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ship with the natural parents of the child. St. Alphonsus says that 
more probably they do not contract such relationship. However, 
the Congregation of the Council, in 1678, in answer to the ques- 
tion, replied that godparents, even in private Baptism, do contract 
spiritual relationship with the baptized, and his or her parents. 

A mother baptizing her illegitimate offspring in danger of death, 
thereby contracts spiritual relationship with the father of the child, 
provided the father is baptized, and she can not marry the father 
later on, unless a dispensation from the diriment impediment of 
spiritual relationship be first procured. But if a father or mother 
baptize their /egitimate offspring, whether in a case of necessity or 
outside of it, they do not contract any relationship, and are not de- 
prived of the jus petendi debitum, because such a deprivation is by 
nature penal, and is not stated in the law. 

The second question asked above is whether witnesses are required 
for this marriage? 

Witnesses are not required for the validity of the marriage, since 
the decree Tametsi of the Council of Trent was never published in 
the diocese where these people have their legal residence, and where 
the marriage is to take place. But are witnesses required for the 
lawful performance of the marriage? According to the civil law 
the parties are already married. The only question remaining 
is, are witnesses required by the laws of the Church for the 
licit performance of this marriage? The law requiring Catholics 
to marry in the presence of their parish priest and two witnesses 
binds under mortal sin, even though the decree of the Council of 
Trent has not been published in the diocese. But since the law is 
only a lex ecclesiastica of a prohibitive and not of an invalidating 
nature, it will cease to bind where its observance entails very great 
hardship. If, in our case, there were danger that the man might die 
before a dispensation could be procured, or that he would be sent to 
prison if he did not wed immediately, or if he was obliged to leave 
the country immediately, and the marriage could not be postponed, 
of course no dispensation would be necessary. But as the case 
stands, there is ample time to procure a dispensation, while on the 
other hand it may not be a grave incommodum to procure prudent 
and reliable witnesses, and therefore a dispensation is necessary ad 
liceitatem matrimonit. 

Lehmkuhl says: “Si subditus tantam causam pro se habeat, ut 
dubitet an casus dispensatione indigeat, seu sine dispensatione ratio 
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excusans adsit, si modo vere positiva ratio est, ex qua probabiliter 
judicari possit, adesse causam excusantem: dispensatio, quam- 
quam consulenda est ad cautelam, absolute necessaria non est” (vol. 
i, 162). 

The third question to which an answer is desired regards mar- 
rying the parties in their home, which is forbidden by the statutes 
of the diocese. 

The statutes of the diocese, forbidding “home weddings,” evi- 
dently do not contemplate a case like this one. The purpose of the 
statute is to discourage home weddings, where there is no grave 
reason why the parties should not be married in the church. There 
is a grave reason here, in fact several grave reasons, why these 
people should be married at home, and the priest may, in the present 
instance, declare the statute suspended. 

If there be any real hardship in approaching the bishop for a 
dispensation, for some particular reason, and if it be seriously diff- 
cult to provide prudent witnesses, then the law of having witnesses 
ceases to bind. But as this does not appear to be the case in the 
present instance, it would be better to procure a dispensation. 

As regards the obligation of having one witness, where it is im- 
possible to have two, it may be remarked that in a case like this, 
where the whole law can not be obeyed on account of the hardship 
it entails, it is generally said that it is the mind of the lawgiver that 
his law should not bind ex parte. 



























